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bornwasJanuary,indiedwhoSmith,Ralph
attendedHeYorkshire.Bingley,in1939May9on

LeedstowentthenandSchoolGrammarBurnley
andHistory,inFirstaobtainedhewhereUniversity
andlandofstudyadoctoratehiscompleted1963in
firsttheinYorkshireofRidingWesttheinsociety

century.sixteenththeofhalf
ofhistoriananasretraininghistimethisBy

Duringadvanced.wellalreadywasAsiaEastSouth
HistoricalofInstitutethetoattachedwhile1961-62,

HistorytheinemployedwasheLondon,inResearch
assistanttutorialpart-timeaasSOASatDepartment

washeSubsequently1760.sincehistoryBritishin
ofHistorytheinLecturerAssistantasappointed
heyearsfiveorfournexttheforandAsia,EastSouth

com-teachingaupbuildingtohimselfdevoted
develop-toandhistoryAsianEastSouthinpetence

heVietnam;ofhistorytheinexpertiseresearchaing
andVietnamesemodernofcommandaacquiredalso

madehe1966InChinese.classicalofstudythebegan
anandVietnam,tovisitsresearchmanyoffirstthe

publi-thewasperiodthatofachievementimportant
which,West,theandViet-namof1968incation
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esta-articles,specialistofnumberawithtogether
Vietnam.ofhistoriananasreputationhisblished

1971.inReadertopromotedwasRalph
whatonworkbeganRalphmid-1970stheIn

multi-volumeaproject,scholarlymajorhisbecame
Inter-Anvolume,firstTheWar.Vietnamtheofstudy

RevolutionWar:VietnamtheofHistorynational
and,1983inappeared1955-61,Containment,versus

South-EastforStruggleThesuccessorstwoitslike
LimitedaofMakingTheand(1985)1961-65Asia

received.wellextremelywas(1991)1965-66War,
evenbutproposed;beenhadleast,atvolumes,Four

atocontributionmajoraisthisform,truncatedthisin
andachievementthisofrecognitionInsubject.huge
pro-wasRalphfocus,scholarlyhisinshifttheof

InternationaltheinChairpersonalato1989inmoted
Asia.ofHistory

suf-RalphlifehisofyearsfinaltheDuring
theseinbuthealth,poorincreasinglyfromfered

stu-researchmanyhistoeffortshisdevotedheyears
tohospitalityandtimeingenerosityhisanddents,

well-ainandfiathisinfriendshistoandthem
andBloomsburyinrestaurantsofclusterresearched

legendary.wasSoho
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IPART
ofhistorymoderntheinphenomenaFew
bymisunderstoodcompletelysobeenhavecanAsia

political)(andreligionsVietnamesetheasWesterners
Caoda-aslanguagesEuropeaninknownmovement

inreligion,toapproachsyncreticauponBasedism.
hasitspirit-seances,byplayedisrolekeyawhich

withwritersChristianbyregardedbeeninevitably
occidentalascontempt)not(ifsuspicionsamethe

com-issympathyoflackinitialthisandspiritualism;
havewhospiritsthethatfactthebypounded
suchincludeseancesCaodaistatthemselvesrevealed

d’Arc.JeanneandHugoVictorasfiguresfamiliar
Caodaiststheoftempleshow-piecetheisthereThen

Tat ˆ Greene´sGrahamMr.forthdrewwhichay-Ninh,
fromdownlookingBuddhaandChristofdescription
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offantasiaDisneyWaltaonCathedraltheofroofthe
ThisTechnicolor.[1]insnakesanddragonsEast,the

Caoda-inelementreligioustheofnotionsuperficial
politicalofcynicismthewithwellveryinfittedism
Caoda-insawwhoFall,Bernardnotablyobservers,

toanxiousmovementpoliticalathanmorenoism
itsusingpower,localandarmiesprivateitspreserve

peasan-credulousadupetomerelyideasreligious
notperhapsisitcircumstances,theseIntry.[2]

Caoda-oforiginsandnaturerealthethatsurprising
historyitsevenandview,fromlostbeenhaveism

anyinsummarizedadequatelybeenneverhas
toattemptwillarticlepresentThelanguage.Western

reli-theofhistorythetracingbygap,historicalthefill
byitsatlookingthenand1936;to1925fromgion
(toarticlesubsequentAantecedents.andtracing
theanalysewill1970)3.XXXIII,BSOAS,inappear

intoincorporatedbeenhavewhichbeliefsvarious
cult.syncreticessentiallythis

aboutignoranceWesternextentsomeTo
them-CaodaiststheofresponsibilitytheisCaodaism
inten-deliberatetheirwasitdaysearlytheInselves.

exceptFrench,thefromactivitiestheirconcealtotion
aauthoritiestheoffertonecessarywasitasfarsoin

opentopermissionformalobtaintoorderinfaade
(thoratories ánh-thˆ́ traditiontheinisitMoreover,at).

innermosttheirkeeptosectsreligiousVietnameseof
frombutauthoritiesthefromonlynotsecret,beliefs
smallaoutputtrue,isitdid,Theyoutsiders.all

(especiallyEnglishandFrenchinliteratureofamount
theythatpossibilityawastherewhen1950-1,around

toeasynotisitbutsupport);Americanattractmight
atoitrelatetoableisoneunlesscorrectlyinterpret

reli-VietnameseandChineseofbackgroundwider
betoeasyveryisitMoreover,practices.[3]gious

containtheythatthinkingintoworksthenbymisled
fewaonlygivetheyfactinwhereastruth,wholethe

moreofnumberathatyearsrecentinonlyisItclues.
Caodaismofhistoryearlytheofaccountsdetailed

thoseisitandVietnamese,inpublished,beenhave
sourceimportantmosttheformwhichworks
prob-hasauthorThearticle.presenttheformaterial

butkind,thisofwriting,availableallfoundnotably
mayoneknowledgeWesternofstatepresentthein

onbasedarticleanpublishtoexcusableisitthathope
usedworksimportantmostThematerial.incomplete

byCaodaismofhistoryaare -Dˆ̀ Tong ˆ thatwhichofan,
ofbiographyaand1967;inappearedvolumefirst

Nguyˆ̃ Ngen . Toc ˛u ˛ Another1958.[4]inpublishedong
Revuebilingualtheofnumbertheissourcevaluable
somecontainswhich1950,DecemberforCaodaque

Inreligion.[5]theofhistoryearlytheaboutmaterial
Western-twoofmadebemaymentionaddition

them-notwerewhopeoplebyaccountslanguage
colonialFrenchthebycompiledthatCaodaists:selves

Suâret´ Americanthebywrittenthatand1933-4,[6]ine
particularlyrelatingHickey,C.G.Dr.anthropologist

Khofvillagetheto ánh-H .̂ inprovince)(Long-Anau
littleagleantopossibleisitFinally,1950’s.[7]the

accountscontemporaryfrominformationadditional
thenotablypress,Saigonthein ´ AnnamiteEcho

Nguytimelongaforwasdirectorwhose(1920-42), ˆ̃en
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activeaneventuallyandsympathizeraLong,Phan
movement.Caodaisttheofmember

IIPART
CaotheofinaugurationformalThe -D` reli-ai

Tnearceremonyaatplacetookgion ˆ 18onay-Ninh,
T1926.November ˆ sinceeverremainedhasay-Ninh

activity,Caodaistofcentrepublicizedmostthe
allatimportantmostthenecessarilynotthough

thewithincreasedhasscaleitscentreaAsperiods.
tookceremonyinaugurationThetime.ofpassage

Gofvillagetheinplace ò-K´ theofsouthkm.fiveen,
Toftown ˆ Tthewhereay-Ninh, ˛` Lu ˆ Tam ˛

. hadtempleu
hthemonk,Buddhistabybuiltbeenjust ` thoa ˛u ˛

.ong
Giác-H

˛

Chofai, ˛

.o-L ˛´ newthetoconvertawasHeon.
templenewhisovermadeeagerlyhadandreligion,

subscribedhadwholaymenthebutleaders;itsto
withhappylessweretempletheconstructtofunds
hadCaodaiststheconsequentlyandarrangement,the

Marchasearlyashomenewafindandleaveto
Long-Thvillage,anothertomovedThey1927.[8] ành,

oftemplenewaconstructtobeganandaway,farnot
LMadamebydonatedfundswithowntheir ˆ Tham .i

VofbusinesswomanaThanh, ũng-Liˆ (My-Tho),em
towomanfirstthebecomingbyrewardedwaswho

thewithhierarchy,Caodaisttheinofficehighhold
Phofgrade ˆ́oi-s ˛ presum-wastemplepresentTheu.[9]

itsofdatethethoughdonation,thisofresulttheably
materi-theofanyinrecordednotiscompletionfinal

tem-themerelynotwasitButstudy.thisforusedals
Tmadewhichple ˆ Caodaistaasimportantsoay-Ninh

thatreportspresswerethere1930AugustIncentre.

Lleader,Caodaistthe ˆ Ve ˘ toappealedhadTrung,an
Cochin-Frenchofpartsvariousinlivingfollowers

Ttomovetochina ˆ ofhectares500onsettletoay-Ninh
Aacquired.[10]hadmovementthewhichland
inwasitassettlementCaodaisttheofdescription

conces-twohadmovementthethatindicates1932
Long-Thatprovisoiressions ` 196toamountinganh,

anadditioninandrice-land)itof(nonehectares
Hiofvillagetheatrice-landofareaunspecified .̂ep-

alsowereTherenorth.[11]thetowardslittleaNinh,
liv-communitytheandkinds,variousofworkshops

insomethingleast)atdaysearlythe(inhadthereing
communitiesself-sufficientthewithcommon

con-thegivenIndeed,India.inGandhibyfavoured
ofsomebyshownaffairsIndianininterestsiderable

thatimpossiblenotisittime,thatatpressSaigonthe
TtheforinspirationtheprovidedGandhi ây-Ninh

asadministration,itsofdetailstheinButcommunity.
wasCaodaismcontent,religiousitsinaswell

GandhithatlikelyitisNorVietnamese.thoroughly
Tofdevelopmenttheapprovedhavewould ây-Ninh

theinhappentowaswhichcentre,militaryainto
owntheircreatedCaodaiststhewhen1945afteryears

army.private
TrespectssomeIn ˆ recognizedwasay-Ninh

religion.theirofpointfocaltheasCaodaistsallby
anyinasCaodaismregardtowrongbewoulditBut

auponfocusedalwaysmovement,monolithicasense
18accepttocorrectbeitwouldnorcentre;single

Thebeginning.firstitsofdatetheas1926November
theoftermsinwrittenbecannotCaodaismofhistory
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Tofhistory ˆ onlycareerstheoftermsinnoray-Ninh,
there.roleleadingaplayedwhoCaodaiststhoseof

manawasCaodaismoffounderofficialThe
Twithdotolittleveryhadwho ˆ NgwasHeay-Ninh. ô

V˘ Chian ˆ Ngasknownsometimes(1878-1932),eu ô
ChiMinh ˆ colo-FrenchtheinofficialVietnameseaeu,

rice-aofsonTheCochinchina.ofadministrationnial
ınh-TB`atbornwasheemployee,mill ˆ (Chay ˛

.o-L ˛ón),
(hisaunthiswithlivedhesevenofagethefrombut

Matsister)father’s ˜ afromhelpfinancialWithy-Tho.
Frenchtogotoablewashefamily,theoffriend

collthe(firstschools ` Mofege ˜ Collthetheny-Tho, ège
forqualifytosoandSaigon)inChasseloup-Laubat
heBut1899.inserviceadministrativetheintoentry

VietnameseandFrance,instudytoableneverwas
forcountedinevitablyinfluencereligiousandcultural

education.Frenchhisthanlifehisinmoremuch
washeSaigon,inyears10forservedHaving

Tatpostatotransferred ˆ remainedand1909,inan-An
offi-hisofremainderThedecade.furtheraforthere

Hinperiodsofconsistedcareercial à-Tiˆ on(1920),en
Phofislandthe ú-Quˆ́ inagainonceand(1920-4),oc

It1931).[12]inretirementhistill1923(fromSaigon
Phonwas ú-Quˆ́ theofadeptanbecamefirsthethatoc

Cao-spirit -Dài.
atraditionallywasspiritsofevocationThe

amongst(asVietnameseamongstpastimecommon
Ngbutofficials,Chinese) ˆ ChiMinho ˆ toappearseu

especiallysome,thanseriouslymoreittakenhave
tomeansthisbysoughthewhen1917aboutafter

periodtheAboutmother.sickhisforcureaobtain

sattendtousedhe1917-19, ´ Cattempleaateances ái-
Khˆ́ C(neare ˆ̀an-Th ˛ Hitheasknownlatero), .̂ep-Minh

Cao-calledspiritthethatthenwasitandtemple;
-Dài-Tiên- ˆ HAthim.[13]toappearedfirstOng à-Tiên,

sinspirit,thatwithcontactsfurthermadehe ´ ateances
Moftombthe .ac-C ˛̨ hadwhorefugeeMing(theuu

Hfounded à-Tiˆ heafterwasitBut1690).arounden
Phtomoved ú-Quˆ́ Cao-thethatoc -D` beganspiritai

Ngoflifethedominatetocompletely ˆ ChiMinho êu.
TAt ˆ́ toinstructionanacceptedhe1921,February)(8et

ofAprilinandvegetarianism;ofdisciplinetheadopt
adopttohimledwhichvisionthehadheyearthat

Cao-theofsymbolaasEyegreatthe -D` Byspirit.[14]ai
suffi-washe1924,inSaigontoreturnhisoftimethe

tospiritthisofimportancetheofconfidentciently
Thoseworship.itstofriendshisconverttobegin

Cao-ofadeptsbecamewho -D` were1925duringai
V ˛u ˛ KQuanong ` Saigon;infellow-officialay, -Doàn
V˘ Ban

˛

atschoolprimaryaofchargeinwaswhoan,
Cˆ̀ (Chau-Kho ˛

.o-L ˛´ foundedsubsequentlyhewhereon)
Nguyandtemple;Caodaista ˆ̃ Ngen . Toc ˛u ˛ offi-anong,

Catcial ˆ̀an-Giu .̂ (Choc ˛

.o-L ˛´ ofDecemberinThenon).[15]
Ngyear,that ˆ ChiMinho ˆ quiteabyvisitedwaseu

Phtheasknownadepts,spiritistofgroupseparate ò-
canwethatmeetingthatfromisitandgroup,Loan
anasCaodaismofbeginningsthedateperhaps

(JanuarymonthfollowingThemovement.organized
Cao-ofcultthe1926), -D` organizedbetobeganai

Lofleadershiptheunder ˆ Ve ˘ Trung.an
islittleconvertsearlytheofsomeAbout

fewabutprofession;andnamestheirbeyondknown
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amongstNotabledepth.greaterinstudiedbecan
Nguywasthem ˆ̃ Ngen . Toc ˛u ˛ offi-an(1881-1951),ong

Ngasgenerationsametheaboutofcial ˆ ChiMinho êu,
similar.respectsmanyinwascareerwhoseoneand

An-HatBorn .̂ Boftownthenearoi, ˆ́ washeen-Tre,
theatFrenchinandhomeatChineseineducated

coll` Mofeges ˜ HeChasseloup-Laubat.andy-Tho
fromand1902,inserviceadministrativetheentered

Bofprovinceownhisinserved1919till1903 ˆ́en-Tre.
aatchiefdistrictwashe1924till1920fromThen

Hcalledplace òn-Chˆ Hfromfarnotong, à-Tiˆ whereen,
Cambo-andChinesemainlywaspopulationthe

interestingly(andtherewashewhilstwasItdian.[16]
Ngthatyearssametheweretheseenough, ˆ Minho

Chiˆ Phonspenteu ú-Quˆ́ anleadtobeganhethatoc)
Minh-Stheofreligionthestudytoandlifeascetic ˛u

Chiwhichwithsect, ˆ connexions.[17]hadalsohadeu
ofofficedistrictthetotransferredwashe1924In

Cˆ̀an-Giu .̂ insaidisit1927:tillremainedhewhereoc,
Cfrommovedwasliethatbiographyhis ˆ̀an-Giu .̂ tooc

Xuyofdistrictremotemorethe ên-M .̂ (Boc à-R. aasia)
reli-newtheforactivitiesproselytizinghisofresult

he1930,ofendthetowardscourse,dueIngion.
uptaketoaltogetherservicegovernmentleavewould

Tatpositionadministrativean ˆ wewhereay-Ninh,
again.himmeetshall

PhtheofbackgroundThe ` isgroupo-Loan
nohadhavetoappeartheyfordifferent,somewhat

andreligion,orcultureChineseineducation
Catholics.originallywerethemofsomeapparently

when1925,AugustorJulyinthemwithmeetfirstWe

Europeantheinspiritismpractisingwerethey
twoTheouija-board.[18]theusingis,thatmanner:
Caoweregrouptheinfiguresprominentmost

Qu` Cynh ˛ atofficerailwaytheinclerka(1887-1929),u
PhandSaigon, . Cam ˆ Tong ˘́ aheldwho(1893-1958),ac

Phdepartment.customstheinpositionsimilar .am
Cˆ Tong ˘́ group,theofmembersotherprobablyandac,

Ngthangenerationyoungerslightlyatobelonged ô
ChiMinh ˆ Nguyandeu ˆ̃ Ngen . Toc ˛u ˛ bornwasHeong.

Tin ˆ ser-governmententeredhadandprovince,an-An
departmentcustomstheinservedhe1910:invice

toretiredhewhen1928,Januaryuntilthenfrom
nobywasheAlthoughreligion.totimehisalldevote
anmerelynotwashe1926,bymanyoungameans

spirit-soforganizer ´ him-mediumaalsobuteances,
sug-careerwholehisnotwithstanding,Thisself.[19]
reli-thanpoliticsininterestedmorewashethatgests

hestagethisatwhetherclearnotisitthoughgion,
pretender,Vietnamesetheofsupporteraalreadywas

CPrince ˛u ˛òng--Dˆ

˛

heCertainlyJapan.inlivingthene,
1941-2.inon,laterhimwithcontactshad

careertheofsaidbemustsomethingFinally,
Lof ˆ Ve ˘ roughlyofwastooHe(1875-1934).Trungan

Ngasgenerationsamethe ˆ ChiMinho ˆ begintoandeu,
ChinBorncareers.[20]similarhadtheywith ˛

.o-L ˛ón
Phof(cantonprovince ˛u ˛óc--Diˆ̀ thewasheen-Trung),

hardthroughablewasbutfarmer,smallaofson
Collthetoentrygaintostudy ` Chasseloup-Laubatege

admin-theenteredHe1893.ingraduatedhewhence
byadvancedandafterwards,soonserviceistrative
toleftheyearthatinBut1905.untilstagesnormalthe
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hesucceededitwhenandenterprise,businessaenter
Subse-good.forpositiongovernmenthisresigned

ofColonialConseilthetoelectedwashequently
authoritiesthebychosenwaslaterandCochinchina

SupConseiltheonserveto ´ hel’Indochine;deerieur
timethatBy1925.Octoberinlatterthefromresigned

espe-set-backs.financialseveresomesufferedhadhe
Cao-ininterestedbecomehadhealso,1921;incially
firsthisofversionsdifferenttwoareTheredaism.

saatattendance ´ hestory,onetoAccordingeance.
satotakenwas ´ Chateance ˛

.o-G . hisby1925Juneinao
NguyConseillerthefriend ˆ̃ Hen ˛ũu -D˘́ sametheac;

theoffriendaalsowashethatmentionsaccount
Vofbrother ˛u ˛ KQuanong ` Ngofoney, ˆ ChiMinho êu´s

LhowtellsversionotherTheconverts.[21]first ˆ Ve ăn
satointroducedwasTrung ´ whorelative,abyeance

Minh-Ltheofmemberawas ´ spiritthehowandsect,y
Lof ´ Thy ´ Bai . apredictedpoet)TangthePo,(Liach

allupgavehewhereuponhim:forfuturespiritual
hisoforigintheWhateverovernight.[22]viceship

thatdoubtnobecanthereCaodaism,withconnexion
Phthewithtouchinwashe ` Janu-18bygroupo-Loan

sawhen1926,ary ´ househisatheldwaseance
QuCaobyattended ` Cynh ˛Phu, . Cam ˆ Tong ˘́ andetc.,ac,

thebegunhavetoappearshethatdatethatfromisit
move-religiousformalaasCaodaismoforganization

ment.[23]
LwasIt ˆ Ve ˘ 1926MayinwhoTrungan

21ofopeningtheforpermissiongovernmentsought
Cochin-centralandeastofpartsvariousinoratories

open,topermittedbeenhadwhichofmostchina,

theofendthebyworship,forconditionsstrictunder
7ofpetitiontheorganizedwhotoohewasItyear.[24]

ofGovernortheFol,Letoaddressed1926,October
theforappealedCaodaists28whichinCochinchina,

reli-aasmovementtheirofrecognitionofficial
LBesidesgion.[25] ˆ Ve ˘ MadamealsoandTrung,an

Lˆ Tham . NguyincludedsignatoriestheThanh,i ˆ̃en
Ng . Toc ˛u ˛ Long, ˆ Be ´ NguyandTrang,a ˆ̃ Ngen . Thoc ˛o

atofficeshighestthreetheoccupied1931by(who
Tˆ Lunderay-Ninh ˆ Ve ˘ NgoftwoTrung);an ˆ Minho
Chiˆ Vconverts,firsteu´s ˛u ˛ KQuanong ` andy -Do` Van ăn
B

˛

Phtheofmembersfivethealsoandan; ò-Loan
prominentlyfiguredwhichnamesotherTwogroup.

Lofthosewerelistthein ˆ Ve ˘ Lan . Trandich ˆ̀an -D .ao
thasdescribedarewhomofbothQuang, ˆ̀ (reli-ay-tu

con-anotherinmentionedareTheymasters).gious
LGobron:bytext ˆ Ve ˘ Lan . Minh-theofheadasich

-D ˛u ˛` Trandsect,ong ˆ̀an -D . theofheadasQuangao
Minh-S ˛ OctoberoflistthisinpresenceTheirsect.[26]u

Caoda-rootsitsatthatimpressiontheconfirms1926
Minhthewithconnexionsomehadhavemustism

sects.
however,not,was1926OctoberofletterThe

Ngbysigned ˆ ChiMinho ˆ connexionHishimself.eu
Phthewith ` Lwithandgroupo-Loan ˆ Ve ˘ Trungan

it,putsourceoneAsshort-lived.verybetoproved
ofinfluxthebyannoyedwashesolitude,histoused
he1926AprilInhim.[27]botheredwhoadherents,

theininvolvedbecometonotdecidedalreadyhad
handedandorganization,religiousnewtheofpolitics

Ltoleadershiphisover ˆ Ve ˘ ShortlyTrung.an
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atfollowingsmallownhisorganizedheafterwards
Cˆ̀an-Th ˛ washelifehisofremaindertheforando,

CtowasItplace.thatwithonlyassociated ˆ̀an-Th ˛(ino
Cfact, ái-Khˆ́ thatthereand1931,inretiredhethate)

becamefollowersHisyear.followingthediedhe
Chitheasknown ˆ́ ButCaodaism.ofsecteu-Minh

dis-anotherwasthereschismapparentthisbehind
theofaspectsouterandinnerthebetweentinction:

(vnonactionbetweenorreligion, ˆ wu-Chineseo-vi,
(phsalvationandwei) ˆ

˛

o- -d .̂ inwasitpu-tu):Chineseo,
thatmovementreligiousoftypethisofnaturethe

worldtheintooutgoshouldmembersitsofsome
fromaloofremainedotherswhilstproselytize,and

neces-notisItpolitics.[28]fromalsoandcontact,lay
thisatquarrelopenansupposetothereforesary
wealthoughCaodaism,ofdevelopmenttheinstage

occurred.hadnonethatcertainbecourseofcannot
NgwhetherknowevennotdoWe ˆ ChiMinho êu

Cao-theofinaugurationformaltheattended -D` reli-ai
theatfounder,theostensiblywashewhichofgion,

Tatceremony ˆ 1926.Novemberinay-Ninh
IIIPART

beenthushadwhichmovementThe
threenexttheduringrapidlyexpandedlaunched

Lyears. ˆ Ve ˘ CaodaismdefendingletterainTrung,an
Cochin-(theOutreyErnestofattackstheagainst

inclaimedAssembly),FrenchtheinDeputychinese
millionaoverhadreligionthethat1928October

exaggeration.ancertainlyalmostwasthatbutadepts;
Juneinadepts100,000ofreporttheiscredibleMore

L’Opinioninarticleanlateryearawhenand1927;

7,100,000asmanyasweretherethatsuggested
MonribotMauricecredulouslesstheevenadepts,

The200,000.[29]leastatbemusttherethatagreed
ofendtheat20aboutfromroseoratoriesofnumber

reli-thewith,beginTo1931.[30]by100overto1926
asbutCochinchina,eastoncentredmainlywasgion

pro-theinpopularequallybecameitonwenttime
tobeganandMekong),the(alongcentretheofvinces

forGobron,Transbassac).(thewestthetospread
searlytheallthatnotesexample. ´ atplacetookeances

Ch ˛

.o-L ˛´ Con, ˆ̀an-Giu .̂ Loc, .̂ Toc-Giang, ân--D. Thandinh

˛

u-
-D ˛´ ofAndSaigon.[31]ofvicinitytheinplacesalluc:

(thoratories21the ánh-thˆ́ Lwhichforat) ˆ Ve ˘ Trungan
were131926,Mayinpermissiongovernmentsought

Gia-ofprovincestheandSaigonin -D. Chandinh ˛

.o-
L ˛´ Tin2anotherandon, ˆ Bianday-Ninh ên-H` theoa;

Mcentre,theofprovincesinwere6remaining ỹ-Tho
Band ˆ́ Sa-each),(2en-Tre -D´ Vandec ˜ Butınh-Long.[32]

35,000-50,000aboutbetosaidwerethere1932by
Chofprovincestheofeachinadepts ˛

.o-L ˛´ Gia-on, -D.inh,
Bˆ́ Manden-Tre. ˜ rivalweretheretoo,then,byy-Tho;

MatcentresCaodaist ˜ Bandy-Tho .ac-Liˆ toDowneu.
inthoseofexceptionthe(withCaodaistsmost1930,

Tithe ên-Thiˆ treatmustwewhichofsect,en
tileofhegemonytheprincipleinacceptedseparately)

(tseeholy òa-th´ Tatanh) ˆ havetoseemsThereay-Ninh.
move-thewithindisagreementofkindsomebeen

Coforatorythewhichofresultaas1928,inment ˆ̀au-
cen-dissidentaasregardedbetocame(Saigon)Kho

atoamountedhavetoappearnotdoesthisbuttre,
splitrealathat1930untilnotwasItbreach.[33]major
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ofcentresrivalproducedwhichdevelop,tobegan
Caodaism.

seenbemustyearthatinhappenedWhat
theonconcerngrowingofbackgroundtheagainst

amerelywasCaodaismthatauthoritiestheofpart
Communistalsoperhapsandnationalistforcover

alreadyhas1928inOutreybyattackTheactivities.
werethereperiodsametheAboutmentioned.been

merelycolonssomepress:Saigontheinattacksother
awasCaodaiststheofspiritismthethatobjected

someleastathadwhomenofunworthysuperstition
Cao-inseeingfurther,wentotherseducation;French

whichsocietiessecrettheofrevivaldisguisedadaism
theincolonytheofsecuritytheendangeredhad

tem-thethatsuggestedwriterOne1916.beforeyears
Tatple ˆ wherespotprecisetheonbuiltwasay-Ninh

trou-theduringmurderedbeenhadFrenchmentwo
espe-whichreligiontheoffeatureA1866.[34]ofbles

itswastimethatatauthoritiesthealarmedcially
whomofmanyCambodians,amongstpopularity

seeholythetopilgrimagesonbordertheacrosscame
the1927December23onresult,aAs1927.during

condemningordinanceanissuedCambodiaofKing
beingtimetheforandheresy,aasreligionnewthe
1930inThenend.[35]antocamepilgrimagesthese
sinceCochinchinainunrestseriousmostthecame

bydemonstrationsfrequentandmanywith1916,
theobviouslywerewhichpeasants,ofgatherings

mosttheWhilstorganization.ofkindsomeofwork
tounresttheattributetoseemedevidenceconcrete

thatpeopleseveralbyallegedwasItCommunists.the

wasvainIninvolved.[36]equallywereCaodaiststhe
pro-theinwastroubleworstthethatoutpointedit

Twhilstcentre,theofvinces ˆ com-remaineday-Ninh
havemayrelationssecretWhatevercalm.[37]pletely

theoffollowersandCaodaiststhebetweenexisted
Vi .̂ NguyoforPartyCommunistet-Nam ˆ̃ Ninh’sAnen

isitandevidence,tangiblenoleftsocietysecret
actuallyCaodaistsnotorwhetherknowtoimpossible

ofcrisistheButdemonstrations.theininvolvedwere
governmentthemaketosufficientwasyearsthese

likeorganizationskeeptodesireitsinwatchfulmore
theforcedturninThiscontrol.underCaodaism

theircarefullyconsidertomovementtheofleaders
authorities.thetoattitude

splitCaodaistmajorfirsttheofoccasionThe
towardssometimedecision,abeenhavetoappears
religiontheofdignitariesallthat1930,ofendthe

phofgradetheabove ˆ́oi-s ˛ per-livetogoshouldu
Tatmanently ˆ holdingmenthreetheofOneay-Ninh.

Nguywas1930ingradethat ˆ̃ Ven ˘ homewhoseCa,an
Matwas ˜ seem,woulditwas,familywhoseandy-Tho

thisinreligionthetocommitmenthistoopposed
timewhichduringhesitation,considerableAfterway.

atoratorydissidentthevisitedhavetosaidishe
Cˆ̀ Nguyau-Kho, ˆ̃ Ven ˘ TtogotonotdecidedCaan ây-

(tseeholyownhisestablishtobutNinh òa-th´ atanh)
M˜ long-abeenhadtherethatsaidwasIty-Tho.[38]

LandCabetweenrivalrystanding ˆ Ve ˘ itTrung;an
Mthestagethisatthatsaid,alsowas ˜ hadgroupy-Tho

andadministration,Frenchtheofsupporttacitthe
Nguyusetotryingwaslatterthethatimpliedeven ˆ̃en
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V˘ loyaltyoffocusalternativeancreatetoCaan
themdrawtoorderinfaithfulCaodaisttheamongst

Tfromaway ˆ betweenrivalry1931-2Duringay-Ninh.
Tˆ Manday-Ninh ˜ woulditandacute,becamey-Tho

toallegiancetheirtransferredadeptsmanythatseem
M˜ Lthat1931,inpoint,thisatwasIty-Tho. ˆ Ve ăn

responsibilitiesadministrativehistransferredTrung
Tat ˆ Nguytoay-Ninh ˆ̃ Ngen . Toc ˛u ˛ takenhadwhoong,

chasplaceCa´sover ánh-phˆ́oi-s ˛ gonehadhewhenu,
1930.[39]inlateseeholytheatpermanentlyliveto

T ˛u ˛ chanotherpersuadetoablewasong ánh-phˆ́oi-s ˛u,
Lˆ Be ´ MfromreturntoTrang,a ˜ Ttoy-Tho ˆ inay-Ninh

closeinworkedmentwotheseand1932,November
Tbutyears,fournexttheforcollaboration ˛u ˛ wasong

ofAugustInentirely.[40]breachthehealtounable
Tatcouncilayearthat ˆ decreeaissueday-Ninh

Nguyoutlawing ˆ̃ Ven ˘ rebelsasfollowershisandCaan
T(ofseeholytheagainst ˆ evidentwasitButay-Ninh).

Ttheatattendancepoorthefrom ˆ festivitiesay-Ninh
inreligiontheofanniversarythecelebrateto

dwindledhadsupportitsthat1932,November
anotheryetmeantimetheinMoreover,away.[41]
Gicalledplaceaatcreatedbeenhadseeholy ˆ̀ong-

B ˛u ˛´ Binom, .ac-Liˆ byestablishedwasThisprovince.eu
Trˆ̀an -D . atdignitaryhighabeenhadwhoQuang,ao
Tˆ livetogonehadthenbut1928,to1926fromay-Ninh

Cat ˆ̀ Btomovedeventuallyandau-Kho, .ac-Liˆ ineu
MatcentresThe1931.[42] ˜ Bandy-Tho .ac-Liˆ wereeu

thoughanother,onewithtermsgoodonprobably
Theirthem.betweendifferencesdoctrinalwerethere

therespectivelycalledwerereligiontheofformsnew

Minh-Ch ˛on-L´ Minh-Chtheandy ˛on--D .ao.
TatcrisisThe ˆ produced1932byhaday-Ninh

leadersthebetweendisagreementsinternalserious
wasrivalryprincipalThethere.remainedwho

Nguybetween ˆ̃ Ngen . Toc ˛u ˛ Landong ˆ Be ´ onTrang,a
Phandhand,onethe . Cam ˆ Tong ˘́ Landac ˆ Ve ˘ Trungan

Phother.theon . Cam ˆ Tong ˘́ positiontheheldwhoac,
hof .̂o-ph´ Hitheofheadwasap, .̂ep-Thiên -D` (theai

Lwhilstmediums),oforganization ˆ Ve ˘ wasTrungan
organiza-administrativetheofmemberhighestthe

Cthetion, ˛̨uu-Trùng -D` Tseen,haveweAsai. ˛u ˛ andong
chofgradelowerslightlytheheldTrang ánh-phˆ́oi-s ˛u

Ph1932byaddition,inButorgan.latterthein .am
Cˆ Tong ˘́ Phthesect,innerownhiscreatedhadac .am-
Mˆ con-andfamilyownhisafternamedwaswhichon,

followers.[43]closestownhisof500mostatofsisted
ofhalffirsttheduringheadatocameconflictThe

Lyear,thatofJanuaryIn1933. ˆ Be ´ andTranga
Nguyˆ̃ Ngen . Toc ˛u ˛ requiringcircularaoutsentong

pos-wasItadministration.Frenchtheobeytoadepts
Nguythattimethisatsibly ˆ̃ intervenedLongPhanen

reopeningthesecuretoKrautheimerGovernorwith
theclosed:beenhadwhichoratoriesCaodaist92of

Whatclear.[44]notunfortunatelyiseventthatofdate
Tthatiscertainis ˛u ˛ ofshowsomesawTrangandong

seeholytheirifessentialasFrenchthetoobedience
Ph1933,AprilInposition.itsrecovertowas . Cam ông

T˘́ Landac ˆ Ve ˘ againstfactthisusetodecidedTrungan
condemntomeetingcouncilsecretaheldandthem,

TandTrang ˛u ˛ notweretheyButFrancophiles.asong
aApril16onday:thecarrytoenoughstrongyet
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Ththeofmeetingformal ˛u ˛

.ong-H .̂ heldwascounciloi
Tat ˆ Lwhichatay-Ninh, ˆ Ve ˘ PhandTrungan . Cam ông

T˘́ Sep-Inabsence).[45]their(incondemnedwereac
Ltember, ˆ Be ´ TrungagainstcomplaintsmadeTranga

TattribunalFrenchthein ˆ actuallyandtown,ay-Ninh
Lopponentshisofanotherhavetoasfaraswent ê

V˘ Ban

˛

situationThePhnom-Penh.[46]atarresteday
Lyeartheofendthebythatsuchwas ˆ Ve ˘ Trungan

Phand . Cam ˆ Tong ˘́ Trangwithtermstocometohadac
Tand ˛u ˛ betweensignedwasagreementanandong,

1933.[47]December27onthem
per-noofhowever,was,agreementanSuch
notisitandkind,thisofsituationainvaluemanent

toenoughstrongwasheoncethatfindtosurprising
Lso,do ˆ Ve ˘ again.oncerivalshisdenouncedTrungan

LthatseemwouldIt ˆ Be ´ NguyandTranga ˆ̃ Ngen .oc
T ˛u ˛ inandformerly,thannowweakermuchwereong

T1934March ˛u ˛ Tfromwithdrewong ˆ Heay-Ninh.
Binseclusionintofirstwent à-R. tothenprovince,ia

An-Hathomehis .̂ (Boi ˆ́ tobeganhewhereen-Tre,
theandseeholyownhisofcreationtheorganize
theofbranchnewhiscalledheCaodaism:ofreform

Ban-Chreligion

˛

ınh--D . ofassemblyfirstTheao.[48]
An-Hatadepts .̂ 1934,Novemberinbegunjusthadoi

Lofdeaththeofarrivednewswhen ˆ Ve ˘ atTrungan
Tˆ Nguyay-Ninh. ˆ̃ Ngen . Toc ˛u ˛ therecallednowong

betweenmadebeenhadsaidhewhichagreement
theto1928,asagolongasleadersotherandhimself
Lofsuccessorthebetowashimselfhethateffect ê

V˘ giofofficehighesttheinTrungan áo-tˆ Butong.[49]
Ph . Cam ˆ Tong ˘́ seizetoenoughstrongnotalthoughac,

giofpositionthe áo-tˆ remained(hehimselfforong
h .̂o-ph´ Nguypreventtoablewas1950),aslateasap ˆ̃en
Ng . Toc ˛u ˛ An-HatwasItit.tosucceedingfromong .̂oi,

Tthattherefore, ˛u ˛ giasinauguratedwasong áo-tông
Phyear,thatofNovemberIn1935.[50]May9on .am

Cˆ Tong ˘́ Tatcouncilownhisheldac ˆ whichatay-Ninh,
Lproclaimedhimselfhadhe ˆ Ve ˘ successorTrung´san

TtheWhilstsuperior.[51]Caodaistas ˆ groupay-Ninh
Bthethatlateralleged ˆ́ supportedwascentreen-Tre

ofbiographytheadepts,hundredfewmereaby
Nguyˆ̃ Ngen . Toc ˛u ˛ atwithbegin(tothatinsistsong

totalgrandtheofout96bysupportedwasheleast),
theseoftruththeWhateveroratories.Caodaist135of

T1936,Novemberbythatseemwoulditclaims, ˘́ac
Toffortunestherestoredhad ˆ tosufficientlyay-Ninh

thecelebratetotherepeople20,000attracttoablebe
religion.[52]theofanniversarytenth

whichgrouporiginalthetherefore,1935,By
TatCaodaismfoundedhad ˆ earlieryearsnineay-Ninh

Tcentres:rivalanddifferentfourintosplithad ây-
MNinh, ˜ By-Tho, .ac-Liˆ Bandeu, ˆ́ additionInen-Tre.

Catgroupdissidentawasthere ˆ̀ (Saigon)au-Kho
taofstatustheclaimnotdidwhich òa-th´ holyoranh

calledwhothoseallforaccountnotdoesthisButsee.
inwasThereperiod.thisatCaodaiststhemselves
asquiteprobablywaswhichgroupsixthaaddition

known,islessmuchverywhichaboutbutimportant
theastoreferredsometimesisIt1936.beforeleastat

Tiên-Thiˆ asknownalsoisitbutCaodaism;ofsecten
Tthe ây-Tˆ differen-tosupposedlySect,Westernong

Tatgrouporiginalthefromittiate ˆ inwhichay-Ninh



25SMITHB.RALPHPROFESSORCAODAISMTOINTRODUCTIONAN24

isliterature)owntheirofnonein(butconnexionthis
theastoreferred -Dông-Tˆ ItsSect.[53]Easternong

Nguywereleaders ˆ̃ Ben ˛̨ Tuu ` Nguyand1882)(b.ai ˆ̃en
H ˛˜ awashethatknowweformer,theOfınh.Ch´uu

BofdistrictBa-Tritheofnative ˆ́ andprovinceen-Tre
Batfirstschool-teacher,abecamehethat ˆ́ anden-Tre

Biatlater ên-H` reli-ininterestedbecamealsoHeoa.
tu-abeenhavetosaidisandgion, -d ˛ reli-ofkindaon,

atfoundedwasCaodaismWhenpractitioner.gious
Tˆ T1926,inay-Ninh ` touchinapparentlywas(whoai

Ngwith ˆ ChiMinho ˆ Landeu ˆ Ve ˘ foundedTrung)an
Tthesect,newownhis ây-Tˆ province.ownhisinong,

splithesaycannotonethencorrect,isaccountthisIf
Tthefromoff ˆ othertheonınhCh´Centre.ay-Ninh

Tlefthavetosaidis1927,inpossiblyhand, ây-Ninh
Matownhisofsectaestablishtoorderin ỹ-Tho.[54]

TithethatseemwouldIt ên-Thiˆ lessmuchwasen
openlylessleastatorSect,Easternthethanorganized

townitsacquirenotdidItorganized. òa-th´ untilanh
Satestablishedwasonewhen1957, óc-S

˛

thatatai:
thewhilstexpanded,havetoseemssecttheperiod

Tˆ thenwasitanddecline,inwereCaodaistsay-Ninh
Nguythat ˆ̃ Ben ˛̨ Tuu ` gititlethetookfinallyai áo-

tông.[55]
TitheWhilst ên-Thiˆ hadhavetoseemssecten

Twithconnexionsanyiffew ˆ it1930s,theinay-Ninh
thewithcontactcloserinbeenhavetoseemwould

MofCaodaists ˜ Bandy-Tho .ac-Liˆ thewithalsoandeu,
Catgroupesoteric ˆ̀an-Th ˛ variousthese1936Ino.

LitheUnion,Caodaistaformedgroups ên-Hòa
Tˆ

˛

ong-H .̂ Catcentreitswithoi, ˆ̀ An(Saigon).[56]au-Kho

alreadyhadunionofkindsomecreatetoattempt
participa-thewithpreviously,yearstwomadebeen

oftion -Do` Van ˘ Ban

˛

Vandan ˛u ˛ KQuanong ` at(bothy
Cˆ̀ Nguyau-Kho), ˆ̃ Ven ˘ Kian ˆ M(aten ˜ TriCaoy-Tho), ˆ̀eu
Ph´ Trandat ˆ̀an -D . Bat(bothQuangao .ac-Liˆ andeu),

TrPhanincludingpeopleotherseveralalso ˛u ˛òng
M . toseemswhattobelongedpeopletheseallButanh.

sinceanyway,groupsingleaessentiallybeenhave
Mtheboth ˜ Btheandy-Tho .ac-Liˆ hadCaodaistseu

atoratorythewithstartthefromassociatedbeen
Cˆ̀ situationtheinelementsnewtwo1936Inau-Kho.

theFirst,union.worth-whilemoreapossiblemade
Conseiller-Colonialleadingabytakenwasinitiative

Nguyˆ̃ Caoda-withsympathieswhoseLong,Phanen
reli-thedefendedhesinceknownwellbeenhadism

newspaperhisingion ´ but1927,inAnnamiteEcho
inroleostensibleanyplayedpreviouslynothadwho

Caodaist,aopenlybecamenowHemovement.the
Litheoverpresidedand ên-H` Toa ˆ

˛

ong-H .̂ Second,oi.
Titheofparticipationthealsohadunionnewthis ên-

Thiˆ Nguyandsect,en ˆ̃ Ben ˛̨ Tuu ` Landai ˆ TKime . werey
Itmembers.leadingitsasmentionedthoseamongst
toseemtheybutwas,unionthedeephowclearnotis

theofachievementfirsttheinpartfullaplayedhave
Liên-H` Toa ˆ

˛

ong-H .̂ Caodaismspreadtowaswhichoi,
(Touraneto -Dà-N˘̃ centralofpartsotherandang)

Vi .̂et-Nam.[56]
broadthreediscerncanone1936byThus

Tthemovement:Caodaisttheinalignments ây-Ninh
Phbynowledgroup, . Cam ˆ Tong ˘́ impor-anwithac,

TrbyoverpresidedPhnom-Penhinbranchtant ˆ̀an
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BtheVinh;Quang ˆ́ Nguybyledgroup,en-Tre ˆ̃ Ngen .oc
T ˛u ˛ Litheandong; ên-H` Toa ˆ

˛

ong-H .̂ theembracingoi,
Tiên-Thiˆ Minh-Chtheen, ˛on-L´ Minh-Chtheandy, ˛on-
-D . andcentretheinmainlywerefollowerswhoseao,

topresentatmaterialtheGivenCochinchina.ofwest
taketohopereasonablycanoneasfarasisthathand,
his-theofaccountdetailedacompiletoattemptthe
candevelopmentsrecentMoreCaodaism.oftory

informationinsidemorewhenstudiedbeonly
available.becomes

IVPART
his-earlytheconcerningquestionmajorOne
ori-itsofthatraised:betoremainsCaodaismoftory

CaodaistoftenorwholeTheantecedents.andgins
reli-newawasthisthatemphasizetoispublications
1926inworldtheuponburstsuddenlywhichgion,
ordi-offollowinglargeaimmediatelyattractedand
doc-theexaminetocomewewhenButpeople.nary
wastherethatclearbewillitreligiontheoftrines

Sino-inrootsdeephadthatCaodaisminmuch
againstseenbemustitthatandtradition,Vietnamese

Wemovements.religiousearlierofbackgroundthe
hadhadCaodaistsleadingtheofseveralthatknow
not-1925-6,beforeexperiencesandinterestsreligious

Ngably ˆ Vo ˘ Chian ˆ Nguyandeu ˆ̃ Ngen . Toc ˛u ˛ Didong.
existingpreviouslyanyoutsideentirelysodothey

seemsitthings,offacetheOnorganization?religious
unlikely.

(andreligiousaoforganizationssecretThat
ViSouthinesistedhadnaturepolitical)also .̂et-Nam

wereTheyknown.wellisperiodsearlierin

and1860-85periodstheinprominentparticularly
ofconquestFrenchtheperiod,formertheIn1905-16.

gronpabystronglymostopposedwasCochinchina
namethewithsectreligiousaasidentified -D .ao-

L` prohibit-1873ofdecreeFrenchaFollowinganh.[57]
theunderreorganizedhavetosaidisitsect,thating

name -D . Phao .̂at -D ˛u ˛` forresponsibleheldwasItong.
Minrebellions ˜ and1874inprovincesotherandy-Tho

includedwhich1885ofdisturbancestheforand1878,
seemnotdoFrenchtheButSaigon.[58]onattackan

movement,theoforganizationthepenetratedhaveto
archivalorprintedanyinitofaccountnoisthereand

secrettheConcerningseen.haveIsource-material
cul-which1905-16,yearstheofmovementsociety
fol-Saigon,onattackabortiveanotherinminated
fas-theexiststherearrests,manygreatabylowed

policedetailedonbasedCoulet,byaccountcinating
pic-detailedahavenotdowethereevenButrecords.
theunderlayorganizationreligiouswhateverofture

translationsoccasionalonlygivesCouletmovement:
ofnumberareproducesanddocuments,capturedof

religiousThecharacters.Chineseinwrittenamulets
newacertainlywasCaodaismofpropaganda
andsects,secretVietnameseamongstphenomenon

concerningmaterialcomparablenohavewebecause
com-detailedmaketoimpossibleisitgroupsearlier

organi-orritual,doctrine,asmatterssuchinparisons,
totherefore,say,cannotWehierarchies.zational

movementsearliertheseall)at(ifextentwhat
develop-oflinesametheinstageearlieranrepresent

isNorCaodaism.producedeventuallywhichment



29SMITHB.RALPHPROFESSORCAODAISMTOINTRODUCTIONAN28

ofpersonalitiesthelinktoevidenceanyfarsothere
inwhichfactamovements:earlierwithCaodaism

wasitbecausecourse,ofnothing,provesitself
itschoosewouldsectorganizednewlyathatunlikely

theofleadershipwhosethoseamongstfromleaders
thetoknownwellalreadywasmovementsearlier

detailinterestingonehowever,is,Therepolice.
andunnoticed,passtoallowedbenotshouldwhich
con-beenhaveindeedmaytherethatsuggestswhich

differentofmovementsthesebetweennexions
byFrenchinpublishedtract,CaodaistaInperiods.

TrPhan ˛u ˛` Mong . atoreferenceaisthere1950,inanh
spirit-s´ Cao-Latheldeance ˜ awhichin1908,inanh

laureatetheofspiritthefromreceivedwasmessage
(th

˛

Huu-khoa) ˆ ofrevolttheinfigureleadingaan,
thetoattributedhadFrenchthewhich1874-5 -D .ao-

L` twoincludesmoreover,message,Thesect.anh
Cao-thetoreferences -Dài.[59]

whichreferenceanotherhastractsameThat
ourininquiryoflinedifferentslightlyasuggests

amongstAnotherantecedents.Caodaistforsearch
Cao-thetoreferencesearlierseveral -D` bycitedai,

TrPhan ˛u ˛` Mong . sayshewhichprayeraincomesanh,
aboutsince(i.e.years40aboutforrecitedbeenhas
Minh-calledsectreligioustheofadeptsby1910)

S ˛ insectthistoreferencesmetalreadyhaveWeu.[60]
Nguyofcareersearlythe ˆ̃ Ngen . camewhoTrang,oc

Ngand1920,arounditwithcontactinto ˆ Minho
Chiˆ highawithfriendlybeenhavetosaidiswhoeu,

Minh-Stheofdignitary ˛ wasitBut1919.[61]aroundu
kindthisofsectsofnumberaofoneonlyfactin

EnglishtheInCaodaism.withassociatedwerewhich
theoflistaaddedbeenhasthereGobron,ofedition

phvarious ´ theincludingreligion,theofdivisionsai
Minh-Ch ˛on-L´ Minh-Chthey, ˛on--D . Ttheao, ây-Tông,

fivetheoflistabyfollowedtheniswhichon,soand
ofnamesthewithtogetherCaodaism,ofbrancheschi

heads:[62]their
Minh-L´ ->y ˆ ıchK´Au
Minh-S ˛ Tr->u ˆ̀an -D . Quangao
Minh-Tˆ L->an ˆ KhMinhe á
Minh-Thi .̂ ->en -D . Mandat ùi
Minh--D ˛u ˛` L->ong ˆ Ve ˘ Lan .ich

inmentheseoftwometalreadyhaveWe
TrCaodaism:withconnexion ˆ̀an -D . (laterQuangao

Minh-Chtheoffounder ˛on--D . Batao .ac-Liˆ Landeu) ê
V˘ Lan . theofsignatoriestheamongstwerewhoich,

religionnewtheforrecognitionFrenchseekingletter
Minh-theConcerning1926.[63]Octoberin -D ˛u ˛` theong,

Minh-Tˆ Minh-Thitheandan, .̂ othernoisthereen,
Minh-LtheButinformation. ´ inelsewherefiguresy

LofonethatsectthistowasItaccount.Gobrons ê
V˘ possiblyand1925,inbelongedrelativesTrung´san

intro-firstwasTrungthatconnexionthisthrough
spirit-stoduced ´ isdate(thestagelateraAteances.

Phfindwegiven)not . Cam ˆ Tong ˘́ theoninsistingac
theMinhlism:andCaodaismbetweendistinction

philo-andmysticalabyusfromseparatedislatter
theonvaguenessHisview.[64]ofpointsophical

somehadhethatsuggestsdifferencesdoctrinalactual
webutdistinction,themakingforreasonpolitical

theseAllwas.itwhatknowingofmeansnohave
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periodthetorelatebranchesMinhthetoreferences
suggesttoseemneverthelessthey1919:aboutafter
alreadythereemergedfirstCaodaismwhenthat

doc-itsofsomewhichinsectsofnumberaexisted
notMightfamiliar.alreadywereritualsandtrines

pro-haveandbefore,longforexistedhavesectsthese
move-earliertobackgroundreligiousthevided

concerningevidenceofpiecelastoneisTherements?
Minh-Sthe ˛ direction.thatinpointtoseemswhichu

Ngˆ ChiMinho ˆ inSaigontoreturnhisfollowingeu,
intempleaattimeofdealgoodaspent1924, -Da-Kao

Ngthecalledcity)theofsuburb(a .oc-Hoàng--Di .̂en
inbuiltbeenhadtempleThatPalace.EmperorJade

calledbusinessmanChineseaby1900-6,yearsthe
L ˛ Minh-StheofmemberaMinh,uu ˛ sectvegetarianu

thetodedicatedperiodthatatwasChinainwhich
res-anddynastyManchutheoverthrowingofcause
thetoclueaherehaveweDoMinh.[65]thetoring

Caodaism?ofrootsreal
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below).

Gouvernement-G[6] én´ Con-l’Indochine,deeral
tribution ` depolitiquesmouvementsdesl’histoirea

1934,Hanoi,Caodasme,LeVII]francaise,l’Indochine
VII]Contribution,assubsequentlytoreferred

1964,Yale,Vietnam,inVillageHickey,C.G.[7]
290-4.66-73,

[8] ´ Gobron,1926;November19Annamite,Echo
29.cit.,op.

33-4.VII,Contribution,[9]
DLa[10] épˆ August30and28d’Indochine,eche

1930.
64-7.VII,Contribution,[11]

inlifehisofaccountfullveryaisThere[12]
-Dˆ̀ong-Tˆ Lan, .ich-s ˛̨u]

L[13] .ich-s ˛̨ ff.53u,
mentionedalsoisepisodethisff.;66ibid.,[14]

Nguyinbriefly ˆ̃ HTrungen .̂ 7-8.cit.,op]au,
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L[15] .ich-s ˛̨ Nguy82-92;u, ˆ̃ Ngen . Toc ˛u ˛ notisong
is1925inlateconversionhisbutthere,mentioned

13]NNT,byindicated
5-6.NNT,[16]

13.ibid.,[17]
L[18] .ich-s ˛̨ thistorefers20-1,Gobron,ff.;88u,

names]mentioningwithoutgroup
PhofaccountfullestThe[19] . Cam ˆ Tong ˘́ earlyac´s

87-90]VII,Contribution,iniscareer
LOn[20] ˆ Ve ˘ also27-32;ibid.,seeTrung,an

ff.26Gobron,
L[21] .ich-s ˛̨91.u,

26-7;Gobron,and29-31,VII,Contribution,[22]
inmaterialonpoint,thisatbased,seemwoulditboth

315.p.3,no]Caodaste,Revue
L[23] .ich-s ˛̨91.u,

81.VII,Contribution,[24]
L[25] .ich-s ˛̨ oftextVietnamesethegives108-10,u,

theresignatories;actualtheoflistfullaandletterthis
nothaveIbutadepts,247oflistadditionalanwas
VII,Contribution,Cf]names,theirofrecordandseen

ofrecognitionformalnothatnotedisitwhere81,32,
Caodaistdespitetime,thisatgivenwasCaodaism

claims]
349.p.infra,cf.151;Gobron,[26]

27.Gobron,[27]
L[28] .ich-s ˛̨ ff.129u,

[29] ´ Indo-PresseLa1927;June13Annamite,Echo
Monri-editortheby(comment1928June9chinoise,

L’Opinion)]inarticleanonbot
T80-1.VII,Contribution,[30] ˆ controlleday-Ninh

th100 ánh-thˆ́ notisitbut1932,in128and1931,inat
aretimethatatoratoriesdissidentwhetherclear

totals]thesefromexcluded
28.Gobron,[31]

81.VII,Contribution,[32]
sec-wholeaff.:98edition),(FrenchGobron[33]
thewithinschismstorelatingedition,thisoftion

inomittedwas1928-31,periodtheduringmovement
beonlycanwhichreasonsforversion,Englishthe

20]NNT,alsoCf.guessed]
aciting1928,June9Indochinoise,PresseLa[34]

referredFrenchmenTheL’Opinion]inarticlerecent
whoLesage,Lieut.andLarclauzedeCaptainwereto

Tonattackaninkilledwere ˆ Cambo-2,000byay-Ninh
AbrSchreiner,A]1866;Juneindians ég´ l’histoiredee

277.1906,Saigon,d’Annam,
35-7.VII,Contribution.[35]

lasousL’IndochineVanlande,R.bye.g.[36]
anFor118-19]1930,Paris,communiste,menace

betweenCochinchina,indisturbancestheofaccount
Gouvernement-see1931,Marchand1930May

Gén´ Contributionl’Indochine,deeral ` desl’histoirea
IV,francaise,l’Indochinedepolitiquesmouvements

1934]Hanoi,
[37] ´ 1930.May23Annamite,Echo

slightlyaisThereff.98ed.),(FrenchGobron[38]
sayswhich292-3,cit.,op]Hickey,inaccountdifferent

TleftCathat ˆ spirit-areceivingafter[1931inay-Ninh
wenthethatandsodotohiminstructingmessage

Rtofirst .ach-Gi´ Matsettlingbeforea ˜ 1932]iny-Tho
fromcamepresumablyinformationHickey´s



35SMITHB.RALPHPROFESSORCAODAISMTOINTRODUCTIONAN34

KhatinterviewedheCaodaists ánh-H .̂ (Tau ˆ pro-an-An
Mthewherevince), ˜ inmemberssomehadsecty-Tho

1958]
Tbywrittenletterthe21-4;NNT,[39] ˛u ˛ toong

ofchangetheofCochinchinaofGovernortheinform
September1datedreproduced,thereisdirection

1931]
90.VII,Contribution,[40]

90-1.86-7,ibid.,[41]
Cao-Revuecf.ff.;101ed.),(FrenchGobron[42]

dAn.,IIIedaque, ´ 93-107]1950,ecembre
86-90.VII,Contribution,[43]

dAn.,IIIeCaodaque,Revue92;ibid.,[44] écembre
67-92.1950,

31.NNT,93;VII,Contribution,[45]
100.94,VII,Contribution,[46]

32-4.NNT,[47]
37.34,ibid.,[48]

41-5.ibid.,[49]
48.ibid.,[50]

71-2.Gobron,[51]
74.ibid.,[52]

TitheofaccountonlyThe[53] ên-Thiˆ secten
theisexistenceitsnotemerelythanmoredoeswhich

Nguyonnoticebiographical ˆ̃ Ben ˛̨ Tuu ` aincontainedai
Bformertheofmonographrecent ˆ́ province:en-Tre

Huỳnh-Minh, -D. nhia-linh ˛on-ki .̂ Kiet: ˆ́en-H` xoa ˛ vua à
Gia-nay, -D. 196-9]1965,inh,

Nguy[54] ˆ̃ HTrungen .̂ 20.cit.,op.au,
TiThe293-4.cit.,op.Hickey,[55] ên-Thiˆ secten

thewithcloselyco-operatedhavetoappears

members,leadingitsofone1960:sinceCommunists
Nguyˆ̃ Ven ˘ Ngan ˆ ofCommitteeCentraltheonsatoi,

ViSouthofLiberationtheforFrontNationalthe .̂et-
VietPike,Douglas1964;leastattill1961fromNam

429.1966,Mass],Cambridge,Cong,
Nguy[56] ˆ̃ HTrungen .̂ Cao-Revue20;cit.,op.au,

dAn.,IIIedaque, ´ 67-92]1950,ecembre
122Coulet,(e.g.sourcessometoAccording[57]

isthisinfra),cf.ff., -D .ao-L` meanwouldwhichanh,
a(e.g]otherstoaccordingbutGood;theofReligion

SofAdministrateurthebyreport óc-Tr˘ it1883)inang
beshould -D .ao-L˜ theofWaymeanmightwhichanh,

Leader]
LesCoulet,G.315;cit.,op.Schreiner,A.[58]

soci´ secrete´s ` 1221926,Saigon,dAnnam,terreenetes
ff]

TrPhan[59] ˛u ˛` Mong . Cao-salutduvoieLaanh,
[48-9]1950,Saigon,daque,

48.ibid.,[60]
L[61] .ich-s ˛̨ 339.p.supra,cf.57.;u,

151.Gobron,[62]
35.n.340,p.supra,[63]

ff.108Gobron,[64]
V[65] ˛u ˛ Hong ˆ̀ Song ˆ

˛

l’EmpereurdePagodeLaen,
Jadede ` de(Bull.DocumentsetNotesDakao,a

Part26.1963,janvierFrance),Viet-Naml’Association
col-wasbasedisarticlethiswhichonmaterialtheof
thebyfinanced1967,inSaigontovisitaduringlected

AsianEastSouthandEastforProjectLondon-Cornell
CorporationCarnegiethebyjointlyfinancedStudies,

Foundation.NuffieldtheandYorkNewof
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SMITHB.R.By

fundamentally,isCao-DaiofreligionThe
ChristincludesitSincesyncretic.deliberately,and

inMuhammad)notreason,somefor(butMosesand
temptedbemightstudentWesternthepantheon,its

gulfthebridgetoattemptanessentiallyasitseeto
middleofsortafindingbyWestandEastbetween

possi-isItBuddhism.andChristianitybetweenway
aacquiredhavewhoCaodaistssomethatble

main-butFranceineducationWesternthorough
thoseinitseefactindobeliefreligioustheirtained

indicatesliteratureCaodaisttheofmostbutterms,
toattemptanissyncretismtheofbasisrealthethat

Sino-theofreligionsthreethetogetherbring
hasChristianityattempt,thisIntradition.Vietnamese

beenhasnothingandposition,peripheralaonly
wouldthatteachingsChristianfromadopted

toler-doctrinalunderlyingthewithclashseriously
importantmostThereligions.AsianEastofance

bringsitthatissyncretismCaodaistoffeature
awithspirit-mediumshipTaoistofelementstogether
IfBuddhist.originallywasthatsalvationofconcept

mayreligionsSino-Vietnamesethreetheofoneany
religiousisitCaodaismindominantbetosaidbe

frequentlythemselvesCaodaiststhesincebutTaoism;
aisthatBuddhism,reformedasreligiontheirtorefer

takenthanratherdemonstratedbemustwhichpoint
mosttheofsomeanalysetoproposeIgranted.for

headings:fourunderCaodaismofelementsobvious
Cao-thespirit-mediumship; -D` sal-spirits;otherandai

andhierarchyandaspect;apocalyptictheandvation
brieflydealwillsectionconcludingAorganization.

andCaodaismbetweenrelationshippossiblethewith
[2]China.insectsreligiouscertain

SPIRIT-MEDIUMSHIPI.
ofaccounttheinthatsurprisinghardlyisIt

spiritisttheGobron,GabrielbycompiledCaodaism
himselfhesincesharply,veryoutstandselement

reli-Vietnamesetheofawarebecomehavetoappears
Prob-[3]spiritism.Frenchininteresthisthroughgion
otherandMonetPauloftruewassametheably

sattendedwhoFrenchmen ´ andSaigonineances
beingThisFrance.inreligionthepropagatetoagreed
refer-occasionalfindtosurprisingitisneitherso,

spiritistEuropeanthetowritingVietnameseinences
move-organizedanasspiritism,Frenchmovement.

theasperiodsametheatbeingintocomehadment,
D.H.L.founder,ItsCochinchina.intomovedFrench
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deathhistill1856fromknownbetter(1804-69),Rivail
proprietorthewasKardec,Allanpseudonymtheby

ofideastheofproponentaandParisinschoolaof
edu-beenhadheschoolSwisswhoseatPestalozzi,
withplayingoffashionthewithinfellHecated.

aboutFranceindevelopedwhichtournantestables
thanseriouslymoreittookhebut1854-5;yearsthe
deslivreLebook,apublished1856inandmost

aboutquestionshistoanswersofconsistingesprits,
ofnumberaatreceivedethicsandphilosophy

s´ desLivrehisby1861infollowedwasIt[4]eances.
thelaunchedhemeantimetheinandmediums,

death,hisBy1858.ofbeginningtheatSpiriteRevue
survivingofcapableorganizationancreatedhadhe

awasIt1920s.theinFranceinexistedstillwhichhim,
(asKardecAllanofspiritismtheoffeaturedistinctive

messagesthatspiritualism)Anglo-Saxontoopposed
writteninreceivedalwayswerebeyondthefrom

ouija-thetournante,tabletheofmeansbyform,
corbeilletheorboard, ` acceptedtooCaodaismbec.a

itandspirits,withcommunicationofformthisonly
some-weremethodsEuropeanthesethatseemwould

sVietnameseatusedtimes ´ isitparticularIneances.
Phthethatnoted ` Phofgroupo-Loan . Cam ˆ Tong ˘́ac,

sholdtobeganitwhen ´ thepractised1925,ineances
thisinrecallingworthisitandmethod;European

suitableperfectlywasouija-boardthethatconnexion
betobegunhaditoncelanguage,Vietnamesethefor

quofscriptromantheinwritten ˆ́oc-ng ˛˜ inofinsteadu
characters.

tomistakeseriousabewoulditHowever,

withconnexionthisofevidencethefromconclude
Viet-otheranyorCaodaists,thethatspiritismFrench

oftechniquestheirorideatheeitherowednamese,
Thecivilisatrice.missionthetospirit-mediumship
theintobackfartracedbecanspiritismofpractice

andtraditions;ChineseandVietnamesetheofpast
ChristianityoforthodoxytheWesttheinwhereas

aasspirit-mediumship,toopposedthoroughlywas
neverorthodoxyConfuciantheChinainart,black

Groot,Desuch.asspiritismoutstamptoattempted
theininterestedbetowritersWesternfewtheofone

religion,Chineseoftextsthemerelynotandpractice
spiritofobservationownhissupplementtoablewas

referencebyFu-kiennineteenth-centuryinpractices
docu-Atimes.earlierofaccountstextualseveralto

wasithowdescribesperiodTangthetorelatingment
rice-traywickerataketopeopletheforcustomary

intochop-stickainsertandclothes,withitdressand
aonwritetocausedtheywhichbeak,ofwaybyit

An[5]divine.toorderinflourwithcoveredplatter
evi-Furtherbasket.beakedtheofindeed,form,early

automaticofmeansbymediumshipChineseofdence
ofaccountElliottsA.J.A.Mr.infoundiswriting

madeobservationsonbasedSingapore,incultsspirit
quiteisitthatemphasizeshe1950-1;yearsthein

inmediumship,ofspeaking-kindthefromseparate
spirit,abypossessedwhiletalksmediumthewhich

adescribesHebook.hisofsubjectmaintheiswhich
twobyheldisstickY-shapedawhichintechnique

mes-outwritesandmedium,athemofonepeople,
Itanother.aftercharacteronesand,oftrayaonsages
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iden-tointerpreteranhavetocourse,ofnecessary,is
heSometimes,[6]speed.greatatcharactersthetify

formationthetoleadsmediumshipofkindthissays,
injunc-thefollowtowillingpeopleofassociationsof

often,Veryspirit-writing.ofwaybyreceivedtions
deepernohasspiritsofinvocationthehowever,

toattendingthoseofdesiresimplethethanmotive
underChina,Infuture.owntheiraboutquestionsask
wouldscholarsearlier),doubtless(andCh’ingthe

whetheroutfindtowaythisinspiritstheconsult
occursexampleanexaminations:thepasswouldthey

ofspiritthewherescholars,TheChing-tzu´sWuin
futuretheforetolddevils,theofconquerorYu,Kuan

Another[7]novel.theincharacterstheofoneof
sspiritChineseaofdescription ´ mention-wortheance

Bud-aattendedwhoGrootaers,A.W.byoneising
sdhist ´ weremessageswhen1948,inPekingineance

WesterntheofdeitiesBuddhistthreefromreceived
notwasspirit-mediumshipthatclearisIt[8]Paradise.

religionsthreeChina´sofoneanyofmonopolythe
them.ofallwithcompatiblejudgedwasbut

CaodaistofaccountsdetailednoareThere
s´ Groo-orGrootdelikeobserversoutsidebyeances

thatonmadebecancomparisonnosoandtaers,
Viet-ofvocabularythefromclearseemsitButlevel.

theintofittheythatCaodaismonwritingsnamese
notice-occurphrasesTwotradition.Sino-Vietnamese

coften:ably ˆ̀au-tiˆ tomeaningch’iu-hsien),(Chineseen
andimmortals);(literally,spiritstheinvoke -dàn-c ˛o

thewhichatplacethemeaningt’an-chi),(Chinese
s´ thespecificallymoreperhapsorplace,tookeance

Themessages.theirwrotespiritsthewhichontray
cwordtheusedhavetoappearCaodaists ˛ thewhereo

thetocloselymost(relateddictionariesVietnamese
kgivewoulddialect)VietnameseNorth ˆ toseemsite;

oftechniqueSino-Vietnamesetraditionalaindicate
wordsamethethatpossibleisitbutspirit-writing,

asplanchetteoftypeEuropeantheforalsousedwas
termtheofuseThewell. -d` maycontext,thisinan

theforusedtermthealsoisitsignificance;somehave
andHeaventosacrificesimperialthewhichonaltar
thatinconceivablenotisitandmade,wereEarth

ofnaturetheofpartookoriginallyspirit-mediumship
withcommunicationaswellasspiritstosacrificea

ctermsThethem. ˆ̀au-c ˛ cando ˆ̀au- -d` theinoccuralsoan
[9]literature.Caodaist

placescertainweretherethatseemwouldIt
impor-asnotedespeciallywerethatCochinchinain

tant -d` (oran -dàn-tiˆ withcommunicationwhereen)
theseofOnemade.effectivelymostbecouldspirits

Catwas ái-Khˆ́ (Ce ˆ̀an-Th ˛ Ngwherewasando), ˆ Minho
Chiˆ searlyhisofsomeheldeu ´ periodtheineances

several1917-20; -d` theintherementionedarean
thenotably1907-37,period -d` Quang-Xuan ˆ whichan,

therenamedsubsequentlybeenhavetoappears -dàn
Hi .̂ Ng1931,Aboutep-Minh. ˆ ChiMinho ˆ establishedeu

theanother, -d` Chian ˆ́ famousAnother[10]eu-Minh.
Cao-Lwasmediumshipofcentre ˜ theatanh; -dàn

wellwasitcentury,thisearlyestablishedthere,
Lthatknown ´ Thy ´ Bai . [11]verses.writetocameach

theforuseddocumentstheinreference,noisThere
sCaodaisttostudy,present ´ there;heldbeingeances
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Norout.ruledbenotcertainlycanpossibilitythatbut
Cao-Lthatforgottenbeitshould ˜ impor-anwasanh

wereCaodaistswhichin1930,inunrestofcentretant
spirit-mediumshipIndeedinvolved.beingofaccused

wide-spreadmorebeenhavewellmaykindthisof
his-Cochinchineseonmaterialsourcetheofanythan

TrPhanindicates.1920beforetory ˛u ˛` Mong . men-anh
sations ´ Cao-Lateance ˜ Thwhen1908,inanh

˛

u-khoa
Huˆ possiblenotitIs[12]message.acommunicatedan

theinelementanalsowasspirit-mediumshipthat
wewhichabout1912-16,ofactivitysocietysecret
forthere,Wasmaterial?sourceFrenchonlyhave

spirit-betweenconnexionanyexample,
whichamuletstheofmakingtheandcommunication
smalloneisThereimportant?soasregardedCoulet

indirectionthatinpointingclue -Dˆ̀ong-Tˆ accountan´s
Ngof ˆ ChiMinho ˆ soughthadheaftercareer:earlyeu´s

1917,aboutspirits,invokingbymotherhisforcurea
Chiˆ oftechniqueausedfriendsofnumberaandeu

usedbetoamuletsobtaintoorderinspirit-writing
compositioncuriousThe[13]purposes.medicinalfor

bemightCouletbyillustratedamuletstheofsomeof
producedactuallyweretheyifeasily,moreexplained

sat ´ athanmorenobecanthispresentatbuteances;
suggestion.speculative

spirit-theunderlyingtheologyThe
traditionVietnameseandChinesetheofmediumship

andstudied,littleverybeenhaswhichsubjectais
Buthere.investigatedthoroughlybecannotwhich

that,suggestswhichGobroninpassageoneisthere
thespiritism,Frenchonemphasisownhisofspitein

sCaodaist ´ aboutbeliefsTaoistonbasedwereeances
ofimportancetheindicatesHespirits.ofnaturethe

ˆ dandam ˛u ˛ arrange-theinyang)andyin(Chineseong
speakshelaterlittleaspirits;thetoofferingsofment

tam-ttheof ` theofelementsessentialthreeorai,
theofthenandMan),andEarth,(Heaven,universe

ıkh´matter,tinhman:ofelementsconstituentthree
thandessence,vital ˆ̀ theisThis[14]soul.spirit,an

TaoiststhewasitandTaoism,religiousofvocabulary
tohowaboutmostknewwhotraditionChinesethein

beliefstheirAmongstkinds.allofspiritswithdeal
communicatetopersonbestthethatnotionthewas

dthewhominboyyoungawasspiritswith ˛u ˛ong
wasmediumasuchstrong:verywaselementmale

called -dˆ̀ong-t ˛̨ justhadwhoboyaliterallymeaningu,
theirtoreferalsoCaodaistsThepuberty.attained

asmediums -dˆ̀ong-t ˛̨ byweretheypracticeinthoughu,
thatunfortunateisItboys.youngalwaysmeansno
cir-Caodaistoutsideavailable,betoseemscopyno

Ngwhichbooktheofcles, ˆ ChiMinho ˆ hisasusedeu
referredisItmediumship.oftechniquetheofsource

Vtitletheunderto .an-ph´ quy-tap ˆ theBut[15]ong.
thatindicatesmanualthattoreferenceoffactmere

Sino-VietnameseonmainlydependedCaodaiststhe
ofexistencethethatandmediumship,ofknowledge

French-ofminoritysmallaamongstpracticessuch
under-antoincidentalmerelyis1920stheinmen

religion.theofstanding
SPIRITSOTHERANDCAO-DAITHEII.

somediumship,oftechniquesthewithAs
Westerninvoked,spiritstheofidentitythewith



45SMITHB.RALPHPROFESSORCAODAISMTOINTRODUCTIONAN44

specialplacetotendCaodaismofimpressions
havespiritswhosefiguresEuropeantheonemphasis

stheintoentered ´ hasattentionlessfarandeances,
Particu-spirits.VietnameseandChinesetopaidbeen

Hugo;Victorisformertheamongstprominentlarly
Hugo´s[16]d’Arc.Jeanneismentionedoftenanother

misLesespeciallywritings, ´ deepamadeerables,
readers;VietnameseFrench-educatedonimpression

reputationthehadalsohethatseemwoulditand
interestedhimselfbeenhavingofCaodaistsamongst

IslandsChanneltheinexileanwas(Hespiritism.in
havewellmaybut1860’s,and1850’stheduring

infashionablewaswhichpursuitainthereindulged
KardecAllanwhentimetheatFranceofpartsmany

thedismisscannotoneButmovement.)hisfounded
Caodaistsearlywhyreasonmainthethatpossibility

Euro-withtalkinginfrequentlysoHugomentioned
hightheirwiththemimpresstodesireawaspeans

perhapsandculture,Frenchtoloyaltyofdegree
offeaturesessentialmoretheupcovertothereby

NglikemenForcult.their ˆ ChiMinho ˆ Nguyandeu ˆ̃en
Ng . Toc ˛u ˛ mustspiritsChineseandVietnameseong,

anyofthosethanimportantmorebeenhavesurely
Frenchman.

betospiritanyalmostforpossibleisIt
saathimself,revealtoorinvoked, ´ itusually,eance;

untilknownnotisspirittheofnametheseem,would
setnotdoCaodaistsandcommunicated,beenhasit

decidedspiritsparticularfrommessagesobtaintoout
haveweObviouslyadvance.inthemselvesbyupon

spiritstheofnumbersmallaonlyaboutinformation

pre-andCaodaist,atthemselvesrevealedwho
sCaodaist, ´ itMoreover,1917-37.periodtheineances

wouldspiritsunharmfulpoliticallyonlythatlikelyis
earlytheofaccountspublishedinmentionedbe

s´ TrPhaneances. ˛u ˛` Mong . messagearecordsanh
ThpatriotVietnameseSouththefromreceived

˛

u-khoa
Huˆ Cao-Latan ˜ Th1908;inanh

˛
Huu-khoa ˆ thebeingan

MinFrenchtheagainstrisingfamousaofleader ỹ-
impossible,notisIt[17]1874.inprovinceTho

thethatevidence,documentaryofabsencethedespite
spiritsfromcommunicationsreceivedalsoCaodaists
signi-somebewonders,onethere,Mightilk.thatof

Ngthatfacttheinficance ˆ ChiMinho ˆ Ph(oneu ú-
Quˆ́ Nguyandoc) ˆ̃ Ngen . Toc ˛u ˛ H(atong òn-Chông)

inspirit-mediumshipininterestearlytheirdeveloped
resistancethewithassociatedbeenhadwhichplaces

Nguyofmovement ˆ̃ TrTrungen ˛

. This[18]1867-8?inuc
isitspeculation;ofonlysubjectthebecanpossibility

spirit-whosefiguresliteraryandreligiousthe
sources.publishedtheinappearrevelations

ofmentionedfrequentlymosttheofOne
asVietnameseinknownPo,LipoetTangtheisthese

L´ Thy ´ Bai . LwasitGobron,toAccordingach. ´ Thy ái
B . sfirsttheatappearedwhoach ´ Lbyattendedeance ê
V˘ pro-whichtoospirithiswasit1925;inTrungan

aatCaodaismofdoctrinesprincipalthepounded
s´ JanuaryinFrenchmenseveralbyattendedeance

asso-theofmadebeenalreadyhasMention[19]1927.
thewithspiritthatofciation -d` Cao-Latan ãnh.

theforimportanceconsiderableofwasheClearly
TatforCaodaists,early ˆ madewasspirithisay-Ninh
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Gititular áo-Tˆ occu-earthlyreligiontheofheadorong
tem-merelyasregardedbeingofficetheofpants

prom-hisforreasonThe[20]incumbents.porary
literature.Caodaisttheinclearmadenotisinence

ArthurTaoist:well-knownahoweverwaspoetThe
theinhowdescribeshimofbiographyshortWaley´s

Cheng-chengSsu-mamasterTaoistthemethe720’s
andschool,Ch’ingShangtheofpatriarch735),(d.

templeaatdiplomaTaoistaforqualifiedhehowalso
impor-theelse,nothingIf[21]745.aboutShantungin

ofindicationanotherisCaodaisminspirithisoftance
theofaffiliationsBuddhist,toopposedasTaoist,the

inmentionediswhospiritTaoistAnotherreligion.
inwar:ofgodChinesetheTi,KuanisworksCaodaist

Quan-ThVietnamese, ánh--Dˆ́e-Quˆ mes-hisofOnean.
ChingroupCaodaistabyreceivedsages, âu--Dˆ́ pro-oc

Phanbyprintedisdate,unspecifiedanatvince
Tr ˛u ˛` Mong . NgthattooknowWe[22]anh. ˆ Minho
Chiˆ todedicatedtempleatocloseveryupgreweu

(thveneratedheadultanasthatanddeity,that ˛ò)
[23]especially.TiKuan

spiritsCaodaisttheallofimportantmostThe
Cao-himselfcalledwhoonethecourseofwas -Dài

Tiên- ˆ Immortal.GrandfathertheExcellencyHisOng
Cao-termThe -D` thehascontextssomeinwhichai,

com-ispalace,highortowerhighofmeaningliteral
respect,deepestoftermaasChineseinusedmonly

mis-Protestantthebychosenwassuchasand
Testa-OldtheinJehovahoftranslationaassionaries

Ti[24]ment. ˆ translatedusuallyishsien)(Chineseen
cphrasetheinseen,haveweasbutimmortal;as ˆ̀au-

tiˆ oth-wherespirit,meantoCaodaistsbyusedisiten
thwordthepreferredhavemighters ˆ̀ (Chinesean

shen). ˆ Chinesewithoutword,VietnameseaisOng
sim-meansoftenusagecurrentinwhichderivation,

ofrespectextremedenotescontextthisinbutMr.,ply
simi-isItgrandfather.atoaccordedusuallykindthe

example,forconnexions:spiritotherinusedlarly
ˆ TOng ´ orformsomeinfoundgodhearththeisao

whilsthouseholds,Vietnameseallinother ˆ COng .op
ven-widelyspirit-manifestation,hisinTigertheis
nonethatisthingcuriousTheVietnamese.byerated

theforidentityspecificanyindicateswordstheseof
neverwhichspiritathiswasspirit:Caodaistsupreme

atappearancehisbeforeexistencepreviousanyhad
s´ awithidentifiedbehecanOr1919?aroundeances

andChinainTaoistsbyrecognizedalreadyspirit
Vi .̂ somebycreatedisimpressionformerTheet-Nam?

theofgradualnesstheemphasizewhichaccounts,
whothosetoidentityhisrevealedhewhichinway

speakingGobron,adepts.Vietnamesefirsthisbecame
Ngof ˆ ChiMinho ˆ Phonspiritsofinvocationeu´s ú-

Quˆ́ theamongthatsays1920),forerror(an1919inoc
namedonediscoveredhespiritscommunicating

Cao--D` interested.particularlybecamehewhominai,
bydetailgreaterindescribedisdiscoveryThis[25]

-Dˆ̀ong-Tˆ searlythereportsalsoGobron[26]an. éances
QuCaoincludedwhichgroupspiritisttheof ` Cynh ˛u

Phand . Cam ˆ Tong ˘́ communicat-theofOne1925:inac
highhisbynoticeableparticularlybecamespiritsing

spirit,Thisteachings.philosophicalandmoraloflevel
[in"AAA"pseudonymtheunderhimselfsignedwho
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A=fact, Ă- ˆ VietnamesetheoflettersthreefirsttheA,
notdidmarks]diacriticaldifferentwithalphabet,
hisofentreatiestheofspiteinhimselfrevealtowish

himselfrevealeventuallydidspiritThe[27]hearers.
Cao-theas -D` Tiai ên- ˆ NguyButOng. ˆ̃ HTrungen .̂au

inabout,camerevelationlatterthishowdescribes
indi-hedoingsoinandGobron,thandetailgreater

Cao-theofidentityrealthecates -D` saatspirit:ai éance
hisannouncedspiritthis1925,EveChristmason

Ngasname .oc-Ho` Thang ˛u ˛

.ong--Dˆ́ vie ˆ́ Cao-et -D` giai áo-
-d . Nam-Phao ˛u ˛ accounthisofversionEnglishTheong.

GodCaodaistaliasJade,ofEmperorasthistranslates
bewouldrenderingliteralmoreabutSouth’,thefor

Cao-aliasDeity,SupremeEmperor,Jade -D` reli-ai,
Cao-The[28]Quarter.Southerntheofteachergious

-D` Tiai ên- ˆ thethanothernonefactinwasOng
andhimself,BeingSupreme -Dˆ̀ong-Tˆ thisconfirmsan

Cao-asspiritthetoreferenceshisby -D` Thai ˛u ˛

.ong--Dˆ́e.
theofBeingSupremethewasEmperorJadeThe

highesttheofdeitypersonalapantheon,Taoist
order. -Dˆ̀ong-Tˆ Ngwhenthatustellsalsoan ˆ Minho
Chiˆ ofsomestayedhe1924inSaigontoreturnedeu

JadethecalledDa-Kaointempleaattimethe
connex-hisconfirmtoseemswhichPalace,Emperor

istempleThat[29]deity.thisofcultthewithion
studycarefulagain,Heretemple.Taoistaasarranged
wereoriginsitsthatindicatetoseemsCaodaismof

Taoist.
APOCALYPTICTHEANDSALVATIONIII.

CAODAISMOFASPECT
studypresenttheofscopethebeyondliesIt

whichspirit-messages,theofanalysisfullaattemptto
Cao-ofdetailstheallforsourceprincipaltheform

thoseinelementOnesymbolism.andbeliefdaist
theoftitleverythebyindicatedishowever,beliefs,

salva-inbelieftheimportance:keyofisandreligion,
weasworldtheofendimminenttheinandtion

NgwhenthatrecalledbewillItit.know ˆ Minho
Chiˆ Lwithcompanypartedeu ˆ Ve ˘ theandTrungan

esta-formerthe1926,AprilinleadersCaodaistother
vtheblished ˆ thewhilstreligion,theofsectiono-vi

phtheestablishedlatter ˆ

˛

o- -d .̂ offi-fullThe[30]section.o
TatusedasCaodaism,ofnamecial ˆ Batay-Ninh, ˆ́en-

ofAssemblyGeneralUnitedthebyalsoandTre,
is1936, -D .ai--D . Tam-Kao ` Phy ˆ

˛

o--D .̂ ofWayGreattheo
TheSalvation.ofEpoch)Third(orEpochsThreethe

aisdevelopmentspiritualofepochsthreeofidea
origin,inleastatidea,TaoistathanratherBuddhist

withassociatedoftenisMahayanistsamongstand
(Amitabha,pasttheofBuddhas:threetheinbelief

Di-Vietnamese -d` Viet-(Sakyamuni,presenttheofa),
Viet-(Maitreya,futuretheofandıch-Ca),Th´namese

Di-Lnamese .̆ all)meansno(byBuddhistsSomeac).
event,distantaasnotMaitreyaofcomingtheregard

anasbutpresent,thetoconcernimmediatenoof
anyatcomecouldwhichjudgementofdayimminent

Bud-offormapocalypticthisofessentialsThetime.
placeinButCaodaism.intoincorporatedweredhism

inbelieveCaodaiststheMaitreya,ofcomingtheof
Cao-thebyepochthirdtheofinaugurationthe -Dài

atEmperor)JadeorBeingSupremetheis,(thatspirit
stheir ´ thisSince1920.aroundbeginningeances,
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ofsalvationthebegun,alreadyhassalvationofepoch
mankind,allforimportancegreatesttheofissouls

ViinwasitsinceVietnamesetheforallabovebut .̂et-
Cao-thethatNam -D` Thehimself.revealtochoseai

phtermtheofmeaningprecisetheofquestion ˆ

˛

o- -d .̂o
differencesandcontext,Buddhisttheinsalvation

aresalvation,ofideaChristiantheanditbetween
Chineseinspecialiststoleftbemustwhichmatters

Buddhism.
presenttheforusedwritingsCaodaisttheOf

TrPhanofthosestudy, ˛u ˛` Mong . greatesttheplaceanh
itCaodaism;ofelementapocalypticthisonemphasis

Nguyofhistoryshorttheinbrieflymoreoccurs ˆ̃en
HTrung .̂ thewithassociatedwerewritersBothau.

Liên-H` Toa ˆ

˛

ong-H .̂ thewith1950byand1936,ofoi
thewiththanratherSaigon,inCaodaqueInstitut

Tˆ notisTheremovement.theofbranchay-Ninh
divi-thethatconcludetohowever,evidence,enough
anyhad1930’stheingroupstwothesebetweension

TrPhan1950,Incause.doctrinal ˛u ˛` Mong . pub-anh
cao-salutduvoieLaentitledtractaFrench)(inlished
theofsomeoftranslationscontainedwhichdaque,

Cao-thefrommessagesimportantmost -D` otherandai
itsinceinterestingparticularlyistheseofOnespirits.

Supremethebyworldtheofcreationtheoutlines
manifes-threethedescribetoongoesthenandBeing,

misladetations ´ (betweenalliancesordivine,ericorde
occurredhavewhichMan?)andBeingSupremethe

thesawtheseoffirstTheworld.theofhistorythein
Ami-sectes:troisdesarchangellesofearthtosending

(Di-tabha -d` Thspiritthea), ái-Th ˛u ˛
. theandong,

(PhHsiFuChinaofrulerfirstmythical . theInuc-Hi).
man’sbynecessarymademanifestation,second
threetheseofeachfirst,thesincedeclinemoral

asAmitabhaform:newainagainappearedbeings
ThBuddha,Sakyamunithe ái-Th ˛u ˛

. Laosagetheasong
(LTzu ão-- TasHsiFuandDam), ˆ́o-V ˛u ˛ identifiedong,

Mby . usu-figuresthehaveweHereConfucius.asanh
religionsthreetheoffounderstheasrecognizedally

explaintoongoesmessageTheCaodaism.inunited
sononlyhissentGodepoch,secondthisinalsohow,
theInteaching.hisrevealtoWest,theinearthto

triad,aofindicationnoistheremanifestationthird
havewouldwhoMaitreya,ofmentionaevennor
andAmitabhaofmanifestationthirdlogicalthebeen

emphasisnoticeableahowever,is,ThereSakyamuni.
occasionthisonBeingSupremethethatfacttheon

whichVietnamese,thetohimselfrevealtochose
[31]people.chosenofsortathemmade

ThthetoaffordedpositioncentralThe ái-
Th ˛u ˛

. wellmaytriadstheseinTzuLaoandspiritong
weretheyTaoism,offounderstheasthat,signify

fig-ConfucianandBuddhistthetosuperiorslightly
ThThenamed.ures ái-Th ˛u ˛

. inmentionedisspiritong
foundHickeyDr.context:Caodaistotheroneleastat

Cao-thebyhonoureddeitiestheofonewashethat
Ban-Chtheofdaists

˛

ınh -D . Titheandao ên-Thiˆ sectsen
Khofvillagethein ánh-H .̂ (Tau ˆ hisprovince);an-An

lunarsecondtheofdayfifteenththeonwasfestival
Thashimtoreferredsectformertheandmonth, ái-

Th ˛u ˛

. Long ão-Quˆ sacredthreeofpatternThe[32]an.
thewithaffinitiessuggestsalsoepocheachinfigures
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pantheon.TaoisttheofonesholythreeTam-Thanh
combinedhaveCaodaiststhethatseemwouldIt[33]

threeofconceptBuddhistthesystemsingleainto
inanddeities,threeofconceptTaoisttheandages
atoffusiongenuineaisreligiontheirrespectthis

religions.Chinesetwoleast
Cao-Revuetheinarticleanwork,anotherIn

TrPhan,CaodaqueInstituttheofdaque ˛u ˛` Mong .anh
thirdnewly-dawnedtheofprogressthediscussed

incar-oferathethatpredictedandsalvationofepoch
disincarna-oferathebysupersededbewouldnation

bethenwouldyears18ofwara1978;yeartheintion
It[34]1996.inbeginningagegoldenabyfollowed
ofsignificancethediscussedhethatarticlethisinwas

meaninglung-hua,(Chineselong-hoatermthe
forth-thesymbolizeswhichdragon-flower),literally

inoccursalsotermTheworld.theofendcoming
Nguyˆ̃ HTrungen .̂ threethewherehistory,shortaus

theapproximatelyindescribedsalvationofepochs
TrPhanofthoseastermssame ˛u ˛` Mong . aretractanh’s

long-hoaassemblies:dragon-flowerthreethecalled
h .̂ dragon-thetoreferencesfoundTopleyDr.[35]oi.

herinMaitreyaofcomingtheofsymbolaasflower
thethatexplainsSheSingapore.insectsofstudy

sittingwhilstsoulsmen’sjudgewillBuddhathird
flower.thebewilllong-hocthewhichoftreeaunder

TrPhan[36] ˛u ˛` Mong . datethededucetoattemptedanh
thefrom(1978)worldtheofendforthcomingtheof
upmakingcharactersChinesetwotheofstructure

phrase.this
ORGANIZATIONCAODAISTIV.

fiveofpatternsalsoandthree,ofpatternThe
organiza-theinstronglyveryreflectedarenine,and

thebybothdescribedisitasCaodaism,oftion
Ttoespecially(relatingGobronofeditionEnglish ây-

NguybyandNinh) ˆ̃ HTrungen .̂ with(presumablyau
ofunionthewithassociatedgroupsthetoreference
toAccordingidentical.notareaccountsTheir1936).

Nguyˆ̃ HTrungen .̂ theoforgansprincipalthreetheau
Bthewerereligion át-Quái -D` Ctheai, ˛̨uu-Trùng -Dài,

Hitheand .̂ep-Thiên -D` therather,(orGobron[37]ai.
organs,threelistsalsoedition)Englishtheofeditor

Bthetoreferenceallomitshebut át-Quái -D` hisai;
Cthecalledisorganthird ˛ Pho-Quan ˛u ˛óc-Thi .̂ [38]en.

toproposeIapparent,becomewillwhichreasonsFor
moretheasframeworkstwotheofformertheregard

organs.threeofgroupingfundamental
B(1) át-Quái -D` Palace.TrigramsEightai

Nguyˆ̃ HTrungen .̂ vthethiscallsau ˆ non-o-vi
BeingSupremethebygovernedpalace,action

(Th ˛u ˛

.ong--Dˆ́ betweenassociationanimplieswhiche),
vtheandorganthis ˆ establishedCaodaismofsideo-vi

Ngby ˆ ChiMinho ˆ withdrew,hewhen1926ineu
Tleaving ˆ phtheofcentrethebecometoay-Ninh ˆ

˛

o- -d .̂o
noistherewhyexplainmightThisside.salvation

Btheofmention át-Quái -D` relat-accountGobronsinai
Ttospecificallying ˆ CaodaistsofunionTheay-Ninh.

Nguywhichto ˆ̃ HTrungen .̂ belongedhavetoseemsau
Chitheincludefactindid ˆ́ Catgroupeu-Minh ˆ̀an-Th ˛o,

vthewithlinkscloserhadhenceand ˆ eightTheo-vi.
Chinesetraditionalofelementanotherweretrigrams

intoincorporatedwasthatsymbolism(Taoist)
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NguyCaodaism. ˆ̃ HTrungen .̂ photo-areproducesau
Ngofgraph ˆ ChiMinho ˆ ceremonialwhitehisineu

clearlyaretrigramseightthewhichonrobes,
robeswhitetheonmarkedalsoareTheyinscribed.

Nguybyworn ˆ̃ Ngen . Toc ˛u ˛ pictureoneleastatinong
Gibecomehadheaftertaken áo-Tˆ Batong ˆ́en-Tre.

C(2) ˛̨uu-Trung -D` Palace.SpheresNineai
Nguytoaccordingagainorgan,This ˆ̃en

HTrung .̂ hofpalacetheisau, ˛˜ materialtheınh,uu-h`
cphraseTheworld. ˛̨uu-tr` tousedsometimesisung

associateduniverse,theofspheresninetheindicate
alsoisitcentre;theandpointscardinaleightthewith
thebeforestepsninethewithconnexioninused

CtheCaodaismInthrone.imperial ˛̨uu-Trùng -D` isai
isandbody,executiveororgan,administrativethe

GitheCaodaist,highest-rankingthebyheaded áo-
Tˆ ofversionEnglishthetoadditioneditorialAnong.

(viministriesninethelistsGobron .̂ whichamongsten)
divided,wereresponsibilitiesexecutivevariousthe

Gobron’sworks.publictoeducationtoritesfrom
ofdivisionimportantmoreaindicatesaccountown

Cthe ˛̨uu-Trùng -D` ofEachsections.largerthreeintoai
threetheofonewithidentifiedissectionsthreethese

inshownascolour,aandnameahasalsoitreligions;
thegivesalsotableThefollows.whichtablethe

Lunderwho,peopletheofnames ˆ Ve ˘ occu-Trung,an
sectionsthreetheinpositionsfilledhighestthepied

ele-threecomprisenamesreligiousTheir1931.in
thatseemwouldit(forsectiontheofnamethements:
forsectionparticularatoassignedwereindividuals

andindividual;theofname(third)personalthelife);

’purmeaningthanh,wordthelastly ´ alsomaywhiche,
conceivablymayorlife,forappellationanbeenhave

Lchange.wouldwhichstatusareflectedhave ˆ Ve ăn
ThwasnamereligiousTrung´s ˛u ˛

. NhTrungong ˛

.ut,
Taoistthetobelongedhethatindicateswhich

(Th ˛u ˛

. Nhelementthesection;ong) ˛

. It[39]sun.meansut
symbolismcolourthethatfindtointerestingis

theofonebyconfirmedfoundisGobronbyrecorded
Caodaistaofphotographscolourpublishedfew

Tatceremony ˆ The[40]1961.abouttakenay-Ninh,
C ˛̨uu-Trùng -Dài

PhFunctionsReligionColourDivision ˆ́oi-s ˛inu
1931

Ng . NgorderritespersonnelConfucianismredJadeoc .oc
(LThanhTrang ˆ Be ´ Trang)a

Th´ worksbuildingfinanceBuddhismyellowHighai
Th´ Thai ˛ (NguyThanho ˆ̃ Ngen . Thoc ˛o)

Th ˛u ˛

. char-educationinteriorTaoismblueSupremeong
Thity ˛u ˛

. Tong ˛u ˛ (NguyThanhong ˆ̃ Ngen . Toc ˛u ˛ong)
CThe ˛̨uu-Trùng -D` gradesnineembracesai

(phˆ

˛

aregradeshigherthereligion;theofadeptsofam)
notarecomplementstheirbutnumbers,inlimited

[41]date.particularanyatfullnecessarily
Giáo-Tˆ 1->ong
Ch ˛u ˛̨ong-Ph´ 3->ap
-Dˆ̀au-S ˛ 3->u
Phˆ́oi-S ˛ 36->u
Giáo-S ˛ 72->u
Giáo-H ˛˜ 3,000->uu
Lˆ̃ limitno->e-Sanh
Ch ˛úc-Vi .̂ limitno->ec
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Nh ˛ limitno->on-Sanh
becausegrades,twelvecontainslistGobron’s

Chthreethegradeseparateaascountedhe ánh-Phˆ́oi-
S ˛ Phprincipalu ˆ́oi-S ˛ theseparatelycountedalsoandu,

Chofthatwithinsub-gradesthree ˛úc-Vi .̂ The[42]ec.
Chofgrade ánh-Phˆ́oi-S ˛ byexistenceincertainlywasu

gradeseffectivehighesttheofonewasitwhen1931,
unfilled.partmosttheforwereoneshigherthesince

Trˆ̀an -D . TlefthadwhoQuang,ao ˆ and1928inay-Ninh
Minh-Chthefoundedlater ˛on--D . apparentlywasao,

Ch ˛u ˛̨ong-Ph´ whichpositionhighawent,hebeforeap
aalreadywashethatfactthetoowedhavemayhe

inau-wasCaodaismwhentimetheatpriestofsort
L1933,Before[43]1926.ingurated ˆ Ve ˘ him-Trungan

aonlywasself -Dˆ̀au-S ˛ digni-highestthewasheandu,
Tattary ˆ threethebyfollowedbeing1931,inay-Ninh

Chánh-Phˆ́oi-S ˛ ontabletheingivenarenameswhoseu
583.p.

Hi(3) .̂ep-Thiên -D` HeavenwithUnionai
Palace.

Nguyˆ̃ HTrungen .̂ standsorganthisthatsaysau
Bthebetween át-Quái -D` Ctheandai ˛̨uu-Trùng -Dài,

Githewherepalacethebeing áo-Tˆ com-togoesong
(BeingSupremethewithmunicate -D ˛´ Thuc ˛u ˛

.ong--Dˆ́e),
(PhBuddhasthewithand .̂ (ThOnesHolytheat), ánh),

Ti(Immortalstheand ˆ theestablishtoorderinen),
(phsalvationtoway ˆ

˛

o- -d .̂ soulsofreleasetheando)
(siêu-r ˆ̃ tooi ` Bthesay,toongoesHean-linh). át-Quái
-D` phtheforthsetsai ´ theestablishesandap -d . theao;
C ˛̨uu-Trùng -D` phthemaintainsai ´ theexecutesandap
-d . Hitheao; .̂ep-Thiên -D` phtheprotectsai ´ andap

thedefends -d . phtermsThe[44]ao. ´ andap -d . areao
organ,thirdthisofstructuretheforimportant

thwithtogetherbecause ˆ́ ofnamestheasoccurtheye
Thdivided.isitwhichinto(chi)sectionsthreethe ˆ́ ine,

world;materialthemeansclearlycontext,this -d .ao
andreligion;ofpracticetheheremeansprobably

ph´ thesincemethod,orruleastranslatedbemightap
Chris-thetoclosermeaningaimplieslawtranslation

infoundeveristhanlawdivineofconcepttian
phfact,Inreligions.VietnameseandChinese áp

medi-ofmethodsortechniquesthetorefertoseems
NguyofversionFrenchtheandumship, ˆ̃ Trungen

H .̂ Hitranslatesau .̂ep-Thiên -D` depalaisasai
médiumnit´ probablywereorganthisofofficialsthee;

PhThusmediums.all . Cam ˆ Tong ˘́ theheldwho,ac,
Hofposition .̂o-Ph´ posi-thatheldstilland1934byap

intoreferredwashewhenyearslaterduringtion
chiefthewasPope,assourcesEnglish-language
opennotpositionaholdcouldhesuchAsmedium.

Lto ˆ Ve ˘ anyofevidencefirmnoisThereTrung.an
Hithebetweenpersonnelofoverlapping .̂ep-Thiên -Dài

Ctheand ˛̨uu-Trùng -D` betoimpossibleisitthoughai,
oflistsfullsinceall,atnonewastherethatcertain

relation-theIndeedavailable.notareoffice-holders
problemimportantanisorganstwothebetweenship

littleverythrowusedhaveIsourcesthewhichupon
correspondenceanyofindicationnoisTherelight.

sec-threetheandoneofsectionsthreethebetween
colouranyofsuggestionanynorother,theoftions

Hitheinsymbolism .̂ep-Thiên -D` clearitisNorai.
isItpractice.insuperiorwasbodiestwotheofwhich
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atwasquestionthispreciselythatimpossiblenot
Phbetweenconflicttheinissue . Cam ˆ Tong ˘́ andac

Nguyˆ̃ Ngen . Toc ˛u ˛ 1932-5.yearstheduringong
HiThe .̂ep-Thiên -Dài

Ph´ mediumship)i.e.(Method,sectionap -D .ao
Thpractice)(Religioussection ˆ́ (Materialsectione

world):
Defenderssections:ofHeads(1)

H .̂o-Pháp
Th ˛u ˛

.ong-Phˆ

˛

am
Th ˛u ˛

.ong-Sanh
BProtectors(2)

˛

ao-Ph´ Bap

˛

ao--D . Bao

˛

ao-Thˆ́e
HiAdministrators(3) ˆ́en-Ph´ Hiap ˆ́en--D . Hiao ˆ́en-Thˆ́e

Khai-PhPropagators(4) ´ Khai-ap -D . Khai-Thao ˆ́e
TiContinuators(5) ˆ́ep-Ph´ Tiap ˆ́ep--D . Tiao ˆ́ep-Thˆ́e

ofeditionEnglishtheinorganthirdThe
CtheGobron, ˛ Pho-Quan ˛u ˛óc-Thi .̂ mentionednotisen,

Nguyby ˆ̃ HTrungen .̂ becandealgreatanotandau,
ofOrganliterallymeansnameIts[45]it.aboutsaid

body.charitableaasdescribedisitandWorks,Good
headthelisted,aremembershipofgradesTwelve

Phcalledbeing .̂at-T ˛̨ office-holderactualhighesttheu;
thetobelonged(1949-50)writingoftimetheat

ı-ThiCh´grade,seventh .̂ notisidentityhisbuten,
bodythisofworkprincipalthethatseemsItgiven.

communitysocialtheofdevelopmenttheconcerned
TatCaodaistsof ˆ itand1930,inestablisheday-Ninh,

poli-theinroleimportantanyplaynotdidprobably
GobrontoadditionsameThemovement.theoftics

ofhierarchyprovincialthebrieflydescribetoongoes
five(1949-50)timethisatwereTherereligion.the

tr ˆ́ Khabyheadedeachcircuits),or(provincesan âm-
Trˆ́an--D . Giofgradetheofbemustwhoao áo-S ˛u.

chtheorder,incame,themBelow ˆ ttheau, .̂ theandoc,
h ˛u ˛ aretermsThesehamlets.thethatbelowandong;

trCaodaist;exclusivelynot ˆ́ chandan ˆ infoundareau
imperialVietnamesetraditionalofvocabularythe

tperiods;differentatadministration .̂ otherinmeansoc
handlineage;orclancontexts ˛u ˛ Cochinchina)(inong

xwithinterchangeablebeenhavetoseems ˜ thesincea,
hasknownareofficialsvillage ˛u ˛ong-c

˛

ha, ˛u ˛ong-ch

˛

u,
[46]etc.

NguyofaccountthetoreturningFinally, ˆ̃en
HTrung .̂ aofexistencethenotetopossibleisitau,

[47]assembly.Caodaistofkindsdifferentofnumber
upwards,workingandlevellowesttheatStarting

are)stillpresumably(andwerethey
H(i) .̂oi-Nh ˛on-Sanh lowestthecomprising:

Ltheincludingandtoupadept,ofgrades ˆ̃ isite-Sanh;
atten-theinvolvedmeetingsitswhetherclearnot

Tatdance ˆ adeptsofcentre)otherany(oray-Ninh
likely.veryseemwouldthatbutprovinces,thefrom

H(ii) .̂oi-Thánh Assembly,Sacredthe:
Gifromgradesthecomprising áo-H ˛˜ andtoupuu

Phincluding ˆ́oi-S ˛ inthatnotetointerestingisItu.
PhofelevationtheofaccountGobrons . Cam ˆ Tong ˘́ac

Tatleadershipofpositionato ˆ isit1935,inay-Ninh
thebytaskthewithentrustedwashethatstated

H .̂oi-Nh ˛ Htheandon-Sanh .̂oi-Th´ highernoandanh,
bywasitConceivably[48]mentioned.arecouncils

thatoneshighertheagainstassembliestheseusing
Ph . Cam ˆ Tong ˘́ rivalhisoutpacetoablebeenhadac
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Nguyˆ̃ Ngen . Toc ˛u ˛ong.
Th(iii) ˛u ˛

.ong-H .̂oi Assembly,Highthe:
Ctheofgradeshighestthecomprising ˛̨uu-Trùng -Dài,

Chfromupwards ánh-Phˆ́oi-S ˛ thereforecannotItu.
time,oneanyatpeopletenthanmoreincludedhave

that.thansmallermuchprobablywasand
(iv) -D .ai-H .̂ Voi .an-Linh AssemblyGreatthe:

othertheallembracingSouls,ThousandTentheof
assemblythisofmeetingaatwasItassemblies.three

Nguythat ˆ̃ Ngen . Toc ˛u ˛ Ldenouncedong ˆ Ve ˘ Trungan
ear-anfromonfollowing1933,Juneingrouphisand

Ththeindenunciationlier ˛u ˛

.ong-H .̂ previoustheinoi
thethatoccasionthatonmentionedisIt[49]April.

H .̂o-Ph´ (Phap) . Cam ˆ Tong ˘́ whichabsent,wasac)
attended.havecouldhethatimpliespresumably

theoftermsindescribedareassembliestheSince
Ctheingrades ˛̨uu-Trùng -D` difficultagainonceisitai,

ofofficesthetowasrelationshiptheirwhatknowto
Hithe .̂ep-Thiên -Dài.

ANALOGIESCHINESEV.
andbeliefsofdiscussionthiselse,nothingIf

itsallforCaodaism,thatshownhasorganization
affinitieshasreligion,newentirelyanbetoclaims

toindeedseemsItmovements.religiousolderwith
indevelopedwhichtraditionsectarianatobelong

theinreflectedisThiscenturies.manyoverChina
overseastheamongstandChinainbothexistence,

orsimilarofnumberaofNanyang,theofChinese
notableAcentury.twentieththeincultsrelated

char-itsinknown,(alsosectYiianTaotheisexample
waswhichSociety),SwastikaRedtheaswork,itable

thetospreadwhichand1921inTsin-anatestablished
fiveunitetoclaimsIt[50]1930s.theduringNanyang

Chris-Taoism,Buddhism,Confucianism,religions
ainbeliefstandscoreitsatbutIslamandtianity,

Cao-theunlikenotspirit,supreme -D` thisInspirit.ai
aatwhoLao-jen,T’ai-iisbeingsupremethecase

spirit-sofseries ´ andtruththerevealedhaseances
termi-theNeithersalvation.tomeanstheestablished

structureadministrativeitsnorreligionthisofnology
thebutCaodaism,ofthosecloselyveryresemble

reli-twotheoftenetsfundamentaltheofsimilarity
thetoultimatelybelongtheythatsuggestsgions

tradition.same
somewithsects,ofgrouporsect,Another

Dr.bystudiedbeenhasCaodaism,tosimilarities
some-knownaretheySingapore:inTopleyMarjorie

(php’u-tuastimes ˆ

˛

o- -d .̂ thebysometimesandsects,o)
(TiTa-taoHsien-t’ienname ên-Thiên -D .ai--D . [51]ao).

emphasisgreatplacesectsofgroupthisofadeptsThe
andabstinence,self-purification,throughsalvationon

inbelievetheyCaodaists,thelikeandvegetarianism,
Thesalvation.ofepochthirdtheofimminencethe

muchiselementsalvationist)rather,(orBuddhist
ele-TaoisttheandCaodaism,inthanherestronger

offiguresymbolicTheprominent.allatnotisment
andepochs,threethetoentirelyrelatetoseemsthree

Dipan-Buddhas,threetheonisemphasisgreatestthe
colourtheWhereasMaitreya.andSakyamunikara,

divisionsthreethetorelatesCaodaismofsymbolism
reli-Hsien-t’ientheinstructure,religiousthewithin
arewhiteandred,blue,ofcoloursthreethegion
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Dr.periods.salvationthreethetorespectivelyrelated
famousthethatmoreover,show,toableisTopley

originallytraditionChineseofsocietyLotusWhite
thewaswhitewhichinreligion,similaratobelonged

whichsectsTheMaitreya.ofcomingtheofsymbol
faroriginstheirbacktracedSingaporeinfoundshe
thetocredibilityofdegreesomewithpast:theinto

alsobutWei-ch’un,Lopatriarchseventeenth-century
Bud-(Zen)Ch’ansixththetoperiodthatbeyondfar

How-Huineng.period,Tangtheofpatriarchdhist
ofsourceonlythenotispatriarchsoflinetheever,

elementanalsoistherereligion:thewithinauthority
fol-adeptstheandhere,evenspirit-mediumship,of

(Wu-shengMother’‘calledspiritaofdictatesthelow
revealswhonames),otherunderknownalsoLao-mu,

satintentionsher ´ (Thisplanchette.thewitheances
Pek-theofculttheinimportantalsowasspiritsame

swhoseofonegrouping ´ bydescribedwaseances
noisthereAgainabove.)mentionedasGrootaers

structureorterminologyofcorrespondencedirect
Cao-andSingaporeinsectsHsien-t’ienthebetween
obvi-aresimilaritiesbasicthebutViet-Nam,indaism

oneViet-NamSouthinexiststhereMoreover,ous.
theitselfcallswhichCaodaismwithinsectorbranch

Tiên-Thiˆ ofknownislittleveryUnfortunately[52]en.
necessarilynotmaywhichorganization,orbeliefsits

arti-presenttheindescribedthosewithidenticalbe
cle.

writ-thetomadebeenalreadyhasReference
insects,ofevidencefoundtooHeGroot.deofings

havetoappearwhichelsewhere,andFu-kien

ofTwotradition.salvationist-spiritistthetobelonged
namestheunderdetail,someindescribeshethem

neitheragain,Once[53]Lung-hua.andHsien-t’ien
rela-indirectanbutdetail,inCaodaismresembles

theintoresearchRecentpostulated.bemighttionship
ofevidencefoundhasChinainrebellionofhistory
asearlyAsperiods.earliermuchinkindthisofsects

whichinrevoltswerethereexample,for613,and515
aplayedMaitreyaofcomingapocalyptictheinbelief

amongstfoundisbeliefsametheandpart;prominent
dynastyYuantheagainstrebelledwhothoseofmany

farasfoundissectTaoistabyRevolt[54]1351.in
theofWaytheofadeptswhen184,A.D.asback

andHengChangunderroseRiceofBushelsFive
ofvenerationbytogetherheldhierarchyaestablished

rebelli-potentiallythedoubtNo[55](Kuei).Spiritthe
sectsofkindsvarioustheofactivitiespoliticalous

expla-theofpartisChinatraditionalinappearedthat
preventtosoughtofficialsConfucianthewhynation

that,ofbecausepreciselyanddeveloping;fromthem
andorganizationinternaltheiraboutinformation

longaintofitsthen,Caodaism,limited.soisbeliefs
Chineseindeeplierootswhosetraditionreligious

itwasfarhowarises:naturallyquestionThehistory.
amerelyitwasfarhowandall,atVietnamese

Viinariseitdidindeed,How,accretion?Chinese .̂et-
specialdeservesCaodaismofaspectOneall?atNam

topeculiarwasCaodaismrespect:thisinemphasis
WhereCochinchina.calledFrenchthewhichareathe

Vinorthernandcentralinappearedit .̂ wasitet-Nam,
thefromthereitspreadtoattemptsofresultaas
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theofproductdirectathereforenotwasIt[56]south.
Nam-Tiˆ́ whichbyVietnamese,theofmovementen

areasinsettletoexpandedgraduallypeoplethat
centuryfifteenththefromsouth,furtherandfurther

spirit-otherwithconfusedbeitshouldNoronwards.
assuchViet-Nam,ofareasotherincultsmediumship

thewhichinTongking,inDurandbystudiedthose
itsspokeandspiritthebypossessedwasmedium

seemsIt[57]down.themwritingthanratherwords,
Cao-ofantecedentsthethatthereforeprobablehighly

introducedcultsamongstfoundbetoaredaism
China:frommigrantsbyCochinchinaintodirectly

century,seventeenththeinbeganmigrationSuch
BiatcoloniesChineseofestablishmentthewith ên-

H` Moa, ˜ Handy-Tho, à-Tiˆ toChinesefirsttheanden;
politicalthanothernonewereplacesthoseinsettle

byconqueredrecentlyChinaSouthafromrefugees
con-hadhavetolikelyquitewerewhoCh’ing,the

ChineseOthersocieties.religioussecretwithnexions
centurynineteenthlatethebyandfollowed,migrants

innotIfnumbers.considerableincomingwerethey
itdatelatersomeatthencentury,seventeenththe

syncretictheintroducedChinesethethatseemwould
partic-inandbelonged,Caodaismwhichtotradition

willIt[58]grew.itwhichofoutsectsMinhtheular
Ngtheoffounderthethatrecalledbe .oc-Ho` tem-ang

atple - andChinese;awasDa-Kao ˆ ofheadıch,K´Au
Minh-Lthe ´ minh-hawas1950,bysecty ˛u ˛ half-ong

theNevertheless,[59]half-Vietnamese.Chinese,
VietnamesetheintoassimilatedquicklywereChinese

whyexplainwouldthisandCochinchina,ofsociety

easilyverycouldthembyintroducedcultany
anywithoutpeoplebyacceptedVietnamese,become
thisofsectsofestablishmentlongTheblood.Chinese

ofelementanwithcombinedCochinchina,inkind
actualthewhyexplainalsowouldVietnamization,
quitewereCaodaismofterminologyandstructure

elsewhere.sectssimilarofthosefromdifferent
studyforegoingthethatevidentbewillIt

thatquestionstheallansweredmeansanybynothas
his-andorigins,nature,theaboutaskedbetoought

suggesttobeenhaspurposeMyCaodaism.oftory
upfollowedbetimeinmightwhichinquiryoflines
asseenbeCaodaismshouldNorresearchers.otherby

Southofhistorytheinspecialiststomerelyinterestof
acoursedueinthatprobableveryisItViet-Nam.

thetodetailcloserinitrelatingstudycomparative
onlightsomethrowalsowillsectsChinesevarious

latter.theofdevelopmentandoriginsthe
GLOSSARY

alwaysnotisitsourcesVietnameseUsing
charactersChinesetheofcertainbetopossible

qutocorresponding ˆ́oc-ng ˛˜ following,Thewords.u
equivalentsChinesethebetoappearwouldhowever,

forego-theinusedtermstheofimportantmosttheof
article:ing

Bát-Quái -Dài
Cao--Dài
cˆ̀au-tiên
c ˛(ko ˆ

˛

e)
C ˛̨uu-Trùng -Dài
-D .ai--D . Tam-kao ` Phy ˆ

˛

o--D .̂o



67SMITHB.RALPHPROFESSORCAODAISMTOINTRODUCTIONAN66

-Dàn
-D .ao
Giáo-Tông
Hi .̂ep-Thiên -Dài
H .̂o-Pháp
long-hoa
pháp
thˆ́e
Th ˛u ˛

.ong -Dˆ́e
Tiên
Tiên-Thiên
vô-vi
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